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IMPORTANT NOTICE:  ANY PERSON DESIRING TO PARTICIPATE ONLY BY MAKING A STATEMENT MAY DO SO BY APPEARING AT THE HEARING.  IF YOU DESIRE TO ASK QUESTIONS OF A WITNESS OR OTHERWISE PARTICIPATE AS A PARTY IN THIS RATE MATTER, YOU MUST REQUEST PERMISSION FROM THE COMMISSION TO BE AN INTERVENOR (EVEN IF YOU HAVE ALREADY FILED AN OBJECTION).  ANYONE DESIRING TO INTERVENE MUST CAREFULLY FOLLOW THE LAW AND COMMISSION RULES FOR BECOMING AN INTERVENOR.  FOR FURTHER INFORMATION ON HOW TO INTERVENE CALL (303) 894‑2070 (PUC EXTERNAL AFFAIRS OFFICE).

I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. On March 10, 2011, Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service or the Company) filed Second Amended Advice Letter No. 1581, PUC No. 7-Electric (attached as Exhibit 1) and on May 13, 2011, Public Service filed Third Amended Advice Letter No. 1581, PUC No. 7-Electric (attached as Exhibit 2).
  The effect of these filings on the Company's annual revenue is estimated to be an increase of approximately $154,821 for certain customers participating in the Company’s net metering program.
2. Public Service’s Third Amended Advice Letter No. 1581 was preceded by earlier advice letters in the series beginning with the initial Advice Letter No. 1581, filed on January 28, 2011.  The Company proposed to make the following principal changes to its electric tariff with an effective date of March 15, 2011.

· Include the date restrictions for the definition of a Renewable Energy Credit (REC) as required in Commission Rule 3652(n).  
· Add information regarding the recording of RECs (for systems less than 1 MW) with the Western Renewable Energy Generation Information System in the Renewable Energy Credit Payments section of the tariff as required in Commission Rule 3659(i).  
· Include a Renewable Energy Standard Adjustment (RESA) fair share calculation for the On-Site System photovoltaic system section of the tariff as required in Commission Rule 3664(h).
3. By its Amended Advice Letter No. 1581 filed March 7, 2011, and for which Public Service revised the effective date to June 1, 2011, the Company replaced the initial Advice Letter No. 1581 but only amended that portion of the advice letter that addressed the RESA fair share calculation, and that it proposes to utilize an alternative proxy such that customers will be billed a flat amount to be revised when the Commission approves subsequent Resource Plans.  Public Service also stated that it would seek an alternative form of notice for Advice Letter No. 1581 Amended and that the Company would file a petition for partial waiver of Commission Rule 3664(h).
4. By its Second Amended Advice Letter No. 1581 filed March 10, 2011 which replaced the Amended Advice Letter, Public Service stated that it would not file either an application for alternative form of notice or a petition for partial waiver with respect to the tariff changes to the RESA.  In addition, the Company further amended the proposed changes to the RESA tariff proposing an alternative surcharge to avoid complex revisions to its billing system.
5. By its Third Amended Advice Letter No. 1581 filed May 13, 2011, Public Service revised four of the original nine proposed tariff pages submitted with the Second Amended Advice Letter.  The Company sought to include the language that was placed into effect on March 24, 2011 as a result of Advice No. 1584 filed pursuant to Commission Decision No. C11‑0304, Docket No. 11A-135E, issued March 21, 2011.  In addition, the Company revised the proposed sheet numbers of the common sheets included in Advice No. 1581 and Advice Letter 1584 to retain the numeric sequence such that the attached tariff sheets for the instant advice letter replaces those made effective by Advice Letter No. 1584.
6. On May 20, 2011, the Solar Alliance and the Colorado Solar Energy Industries Association separately filed letters of protest.  Both parties raise concerns about Public Service’s implementation of the RESA fair share calculation.  In addition, over 440 public comments have been submitted. 

7. Pursuant to § 40-6-111(1), C.R.S., the Commission may, in its discretion, set the tariff pages for hearing which will suspend their effective date for 120 days from the proposed effective date.  Section 40-6-111(1), C.R.S., also provides that the Commission may, in its discretion, by separate order, suspend the effective date of the tariff pages for an additional 90 days.  Thus, the Commission has the power and authority to suspend the effective date of the tariff pages for a maximum of 210 days or, in this docket, through December 27, 2011.  If the Commission does not establish new rates before the expiration of the first suspension period of 120 days, or September 28, 2011, the tariff pages filed by Public Service may become effective.  If the Commission further suspends, by separate order, the effective date of the tariff pages for an additional 90 days, and if no new rates are established by the Commission on or before December 27, 2011, the tariff pages filed by Public Service may become effective.

B. Findings of Fact

8. We will set the proposed tariff pages for hearing and will suspend their effective date because the terms and rates contained in the tariff pages may be improper.
9. We also set this matter for hearing before an Administrative Law Judge (ALJ).  We further direct the ALJ to set a hearing date and establish other procedures by a separate order.
10. A pleading to intervene may be filed by any person, firm, or corporation desiring to be a party and fully participate in this proceeding, as ordered below.  The filing of any other document protesting the tariff pages shall not allow participation as an intervenor in this matter.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The proposed effective date, June 1, 2011, of the tariff pages filed by Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service) with Second Amended Advice Letter No. 1581 PUC No. 7-Electric and Third Amended Advice Letter No. 1581 PUC No. 7-Electric,
 are suspended for 120 days through September 28, 2011, or until further order of the Commission.

2. The tariff pages filed by Public Service with the Second Amended Advice Letter No. 1581 and Third Amended Advice Letter No. 1581 PUC No. 7-Electric, will be set for hearing before an Administrative Law Judge for the Commission.  A future order issued by an Administrative Law Judge will establish the procedural schedule.

3. Any person, firm, or corporation, including any who have previously filed a document protesting the proposed tariff pages, who desires to intervene and participate as a party in this proceeding, shall file a motion to intervene with the Commission within 30 days after the Mailed Date of this Order, and shall serve a copy of the motion on Public Service’s attorney of record.
4. Public Service shall work with the parties to determine a proposal for the scheduling of, but not limited to, hearing dates, submissions of testimony, deadlines for any stipulations and settlements, discovery procedures, pre-hearing motions, and statements of position.
5. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING 
May 25, 2011.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


JOSHUA B. EPEL
________________________________


JAMES K. TARPEY
________________________________



MATT BAKER
________________________________

Commissioners










� It is necessary to list both Advice Letters since the Third Amended Advice Letter which only includes Sheet Nos. 93B-93E does not completely replace the Second Amended Advice Letter which includes Sheet Nos. 93�93G and 114.


� It is necessary to suspend both Advice Letters since the Third Amended Advice Letter which only includes Sheet Nos. 93B-93E does not completely replace the Second Amended Advice Letter which includes Sheet Nos. 93-93G and 114.
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