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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of a letter filed on April 18, 2011, by Assist A Ride, LLC (Assist A Ride), requesting that the Commission grant an extension of time to comply with the terms of Decision No. R09-1190.

B. Findings

2. On August 13, 2009, Assist A Ride filed an application for permanent authority to conduct operations as a contract carrier by motor vehicle for hire for the transportation of passengers and their baggage between all points in the Counties of Adams, Arapahoe, Boulder, Broomfield, Denver, Douglas, Jefferson, and Larimer, State of Colorado.  The application was restricted: (A) to providing non-emergent medical transportation (NEMT) services for the Colorado Department of Health Care Policy and Financing, 1570 Grant Street, Denver, Colorado; (B) to the transportation of passengers who are recipients of Medicaid; (C) against providing transportation service to or from Denver International Airport; and (D) against providing any transportation service to or from hotels or motels.
3. The Commission noticed this application to all interested persons, firms, and corporations pursuant to § 40-6-108(2), C.R.S., on August 17, 2009.

4. Interventions opposing the granting this application were timely filed by Colorado Cab Company, LLC, doing business as Denver Yellow Cab and/or Boulder Yellow Cab (Colorado Cab); MKBS, LLC, doing business as Metro Taxi and/or Taxis Fiesta and/or South Suburban Taxi (Metro Taxi); RDSM Transportation, Ltd., doing business as Yellow Cab Company of Colorado Springs; Shamrock Charters, Inc., doing business as Shamrock Airport Express, SuperShuttle of Northern Colorado, SuperShuttle of Ft. Collins, and/or SuperShuttle NOCO (Shamrock Charters); and Shamrock Taxi of Ft. Collins Inc., doing business as Yellow Cab of Northern Colorado and/or Yellow Cab NOCO (Shamrock Taxi).

5. The Commission, on September 23, 2009, assigned Docket No. 09A-599BP to an Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) for disposition.

6. On October 20, 2009, Assist A Ride, Colorado Cab, Shamrock Charters, and Shamrock Taxi filed, in one document, a Stipulation for Restrictive Amendment.  In a separate document filed the same date, Assist A Ride and Metro Taxi also filed a Stipulation for a Restrictive Amendment.
7. On October 21, 2009, the ALJ granted the amended application by Decision No. R09-1190 (Decision).  This Decision awarded Assist A Ride a contract carrier permit to conduct operations that removed Boulder, Larimer, and Douglas Counties and restricted the application to not more than the use of two vehicles, as more fully described therein and set forth certain requirements to be completed prior to the commencement of operations.

8. Specifically, Ordering Paragraph No. 26 of the Decision states Assist A Ride shall not begin operation until it has satisfied the following conditions:

(a)
Assist A Ride, LLC, shall file with the Commission tariffs (as required by Rule 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-6-6207), which tariffs shall have an effective date that is not earlier than ten days after the tariff is received by the Commission.  


(b)
Assist A Ride, LLC, shall cause to be filed with the Commission either proof of insurance coverage (Form E or self-insurance) or proof of surety bond coverage (Form G), as required by and in accordance with Rule 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-6-6007.  


(c)
Assist A Ride, LLC, shall pay to the Commission the $5.00 issuance fee required by § 40-10-109(1), C.R.S.  


(d)
Assist A Ride, LLC, shall pay to the Commission, for each vehicle to be operated under the contract carrier permit granted by this Decision, the $50.00 vehicle identification fee required by Rule 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-6-6009 or, in lieu of that fee and if applicable, Assist A Ride, LLC, shall pay to the Commission, for each vehicle to be operated under the contract carrier permit granted by this Decision, the fee for those vehicles pursuant to Rule 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-6-6401 (the Unified Carrier Registration Agreement).  


(e)
Assist A Ride, LLC, has received from the Commission a written notice that Assist A Ride, LLC, is in compliance with conditions (a) through (d), above, and may begin providing transportation service.  

9. Furthermore, Ordering Paragraph No. 27 of the Decision states:
If Assist A Ride does not comply with the requirements of Ordering Paragraph No. 26 above, within 60 days of the effective date of this Decision, then Ordering Paragraphs No. 22 and No. 23, above, [which granted the authority to conduct operations] shall be void.  On good cause shown, the Commission may grant Assist A Ride additional time for compliance [if the request for additional time is filed within the 60 days].

10. The Decision became effective on its mailed date of October 21, 2009.  Therefore, the 60-day period for compliance expired on January 9, 2010.

11. In the letter filed on April 18, 2011, Mr. Mebratu Hadera, one of the managers of Assist A Ride, requests that the Commission grant an extension of time to complete the requirements named in the Decision.  In support of this request, Mr. Hadera states

I was injured.  My injury required extensive follow up and treatment due to the head injury.  Due to the above reason and family situation it happened during this time I was not able to comply with [the] law and regulation by the time frame given to me.

12. The Commission received no written correspondence from Assist a Ride from October 21, 2009, the date the application was granted, until Mr. Hadera’s letter on April 18, 2011.  However, the application filed in Docket No. 09A-599BP also shows a Mr. Kesete Amaha as a manager of Assist A Ride.  Mr. Hadera did not indicate why Mr. Amaha or someone else who may have been associated with Assist A Ride did not contact the Commission during the 17‑month period after the contract carrier permit was granted by the Decision.

C. Conclusions

13. The Commission finds that Assist A Ride has not shown good cause to extend the time for compliance with the requirements of the Decision.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The letter requesting the Commission grant additional time to complete the requirements set forth in Decision No. R09-1190 filed by Assist A Ride, LLC, on April 18, 2011, is denied.

2. The 20-day time period provided by § 40-6-114(1), C.R.S., to file an application for rehearing, reargument, or reconsideration shall begin on the first day after the Commission mails or serves this Order.

3. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS' WEEKLY MEETING
May 18, 2011.
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