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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. On May 6, 2011, M T Acquisitions LLC, doing business as Mountains Taxi (Applicant or Mountains Taxi), filed an application for temporary authority to extend operations under Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity PUC No. 55768 to include: 

Transportation of 
passengers in call-and-demand limousine service 
between all points in the following area: commencing at the intersection of Colorado State Highway 119 and U.S. Highway 6, near the boundaries of the Counties of Jefferson, Gilpin, and Clear Creek, State of Colorado, thence east along U.S. Highway 6 to its intersection with Jefferson County Parkway, thence east and south along Jefferson County Parkway to its intersection with Johnson Road, thence south along Johnson Road to its transition to Interstate C-470, thence south and east along Interstate C-470 to its intersection with the boundary of the County of Jefferson, thence south along the boundary of the County of Jefferson to a point one mile south of its intersection with Jefferson County Road 96 (South Platte River Road), thence west along an imaginary line to a point 8 miles west of the eastern boundary of the County of Park, thence north along an imaginary line to the southern boundary of the County of Gilpin, thence southeast along the boundary of the County of Gilpin to State Highway 119, thence southeast along State Highway 119 to the point of beginning, and between said points, on the one hand, and all points in the State of Colorado, on the other hand. 
RESTRICTION:
This application is restricted to the use of vehicles with a seating capacity of no greater than 14 passengers plus the driver.  
2. The Commission gave notice of the application on May 9, 2011.

SuperShuttle International, Inc. (SuperShuttle), filed an intervention opposing the grant of this application.

3. Pursuant to § 40-6-120(1), C.R.S., the Commission is authorized to grant temporary authority when "there appears to be an immediate and urgent need to any point or within a territory having no carrier service capable of meeting such need."

4. Applicant must meet a two-fold test: first, that there is an immediate and urgent need for the transportation services, and second, that there is no existing carrier capable of meeting the need.  If Applicant fails to meet either test, the application must be denied.

B. Findings of Fact

5. By this application, Mountains Taxi, is not seeking a geographic extension.  Rather Mountains Taxi is seeking authority to provide call-and-demand limousine service in the geographic area within which it currently provides taxi service.
6. The support filed on behalf of this application consists of seven letters of public support that were filed with the application. Most of the letters include a description of the immediate and urgent need for the extension of Mountains Taxi’s current authority. Some letters from local hotels also note the difficulty of finding transportation for small groups.  In addition, the applicant states, 
We have many requests for transportation of groups larger than a single vehicle can accomodate, requiring the use of multiple vehicles. By adding a larger vehicle under this requested authority the public will be served by more timely transportation at a lower rate than can be accomplished by our current vehicles which are restricted to a maximum of 6 passengers per vehicle. The use of a single vehicle for groups of 8 to 14 will save the public approximately 15% over the current tariff and vehicle capacity. 
7. SuperShuttle’s argument in opposition to Mountains Taxi’s request for temporary authority, when viewed against Applicant’s evidence, demonstrates that it is not capable of meeting the public’s need in the affected geographic territory.
C. Conclusions

8. Based on the representation of Mountains Taxi and those statements in the letters of support, an immediate and urgent need for the requested transportation services exists.  Further, there is no other carrier capable of providing the service.

9. Applicant has adequate equipment and financial resources to begin immediate service within the scope of the authority sought.

10. This application for temporary authority is in the public interest.

11. Applicant is advised that the grant of a temporary authority creates no presumption that a permanent authority will be granted.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. M T Acquisitions LLC, doing business as Mountains Taxi is granted temporary authority to extend operations under Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity PUC No. 55768 for a period of 180 days commencing from the Mailed Date of this Order, with authority as set forth in the Appendix.

2. M T Acquisitions LLC, doing business as Mountains Taxi shall operate in accordance with all applicable Commission rules and regulations.

3. M T Acquisitions LLC, doing business as Mountains Taxi shall not commence operation until it has:  (a) paid to the Commission the applicable vehicle identification fee ($5.00) for each vehicle to be operated under authority granted by the Commission; (b) filed a tariff (in a new Advice Letter Proceeding), in compliance with applicable Commission rules, with an effective date no earlier than ten days after filing (see: http://www.dora.state.co.us/puc/trans/TransFilingTariff.htm); and (c) received notice in writing from the Commission that it is in compliance and may begin service.
4. If M T Acquisitions LLC, doing business as Mountains Taxi does not comply with the requirements of this Order within 30 days of its effective date, then the temporary authority to extend operations shall be void.  For good cause shown, the Commission may grant additional time for compliance if the request for additional time is filed within the 30 days.

5. The intervention filed by SuperShuttle International, Inc., is granted. 
6. The 20-day time period provided by § 40-6-114(1), C.R.S., to file an application for rehearing, reargument, or reconsideration shall begin on the first day after the Commission mails or serves this Order.

7. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.
B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS' WEEKLY MEETING
May 18, 2011.
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