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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement and Findings
1. This matter comes before the Commission to open a miscellaneous docket on our own motion to gather research pertaining to current and historic solar photovoltaic (PV) incentive practices. 

2. On March 18, 2011, by Decision No. C11-0304 in Docket No. 11A-135E, the Commission approved a settlement agreement that established Public Service Company of Colorado’s (Public Service) incentive payment program for distributed solar PV for the year 2011. Under this agreement, Public Service will phase out its Standard Rebate Offer for solar PV and transition to declining production-based payments for Renewable Energy Credits, with caps for capacity at each payment level and total spending.

3. Black Hills/Colorado Electric Utility Company, LP’s solar incentive program was suspended in October 2010.  A settlement agreement that would restart the program and transition it from up-front incentives to production-based payments was approved by Decision No. R11-0502 in Docket No. 10A-805E on May 9, 2011.
4. The Commission’s order approving Public Service’s settlement—Decision No. C11-0304—expressed a need for further examination of “the issues surrounding the on-site solar market in Colorado” and “the costs and benefits of retail renewable distributed generation in the context of the Company’s plans for longer-term compliance with the RES.”  Commission Staff has taken initial steps to:  research solar PV incentive programs in other jurisdictions, to identify market studies, and to find other analyses relevant to this issue.  In addition, the Commission has contracted with The Analysis Group to provide specific policy recommendations for structuring future PV incentive programs.
5. Therefore, to adequately prepare for future utility regulatory proceedings related to on-site renewable generation, specifically solar PV, the Commission finds that it is appropriate to initiate a miscellaneous docket for the collection of this information.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. A miscellaneous docket is opened to gather research pertaining to current and historic solar photovoltaic financial incentives.

2. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
May 18, 2011.
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