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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. On April 12, 2011, Sky Taxi LLC (Applicant), filed an application for temporary authority to conduct operations as a common carrier by motor vehicle for hire for the transportation of passengers in call-and-demand taxi service between all points in Summit County, Colorado.    
2. The Commission gave notice of the application on April 25, 2011.
3. Rainbows Inc., doing business as 453-Taxi, and Fresh Tracks Transporation LLC filed interventions opposing the grant of this application.
4. Pursuant to § 40-6-120(1), C.R.S., the Commission is authorized to grant temporary authority when “there appears to be an immediate and urgent need to any point or within a territory having no carrier service capable of meeting such need.”
5. The Applicant must meet a two-fold test: first, that there is an immediate and urgent need for the transportation services, and second, that there is no existing carrier capable of meeting the need.  

B. Findings of Fact

6. The support filed on behalf of this application consists of four letters from various members of the Breckenridge community including the Mayor of Breckenridge, a Breckenridge Town Council Member, and a restaurant owner and representative for the Colorado Restaurant Association. These letters consistently indicate dissatisfaction with the existing carriers that provide transportation service in Summit County. The letters also state that the existing carriers are not providing adequate service in Summit County.

7. In addition to the four letters written by individuals, 16 letters of support for Sky Taxi LLC, in the form of a questionnaire, were submitted in support of the temporary application. The person completing the questionnaire was given the opportunity to select an option that reflected their opinion of the current taxi service in Summit County, provided by 453‑Taxi. Many of them checked all of the following options listed:  (a) 453-Taxi does not post the rates nor do they have meters; (b) 453-Taxi refuses service; (c) 453-Taxi overcharged me; (d) 453-Taxi does not answer phone calls; and (e) 453-Taxi charged me different rates for the same destination with the same number of passengers. In addition, the letter provides an opportunity for supporters to describe, in detail, their experience with 453-Taxi and to state why they would like to have an alternative to the current taxi operation. 

8. The Commission finds these letters of support evince an immediate need for additional transportation service in Summit County.  The letters also demonstrate the existing carriers in Summit County are not adequately meeting the needs of the public. 

C. Conclusions

9. The Commission finds that an immediate and urgent need for the requested transportation service exists, and that no other carrier has been shown to be capable of providing the service.

10. The Applicant has adequate equipment and financial resources to begin immediate service within the scope of the authority sought.

11. This application for temporary authority is in the public interest.

12. The Applicant is advised that the grant of a temporary authority creates no presumption that a permanent authority will be granted.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. Sky Taxi LLC is granted temporary authority to conduct operations as a common carrier by motor vehicle for hire for a period of 180 days commencing from the Mailed Date of this Order, with authority as set forth in the Appendix.

2. Sky Taxi LLC shall operate in accordance with all applicable Commission rules and regulations.

3. Sky Taxi LLC shall not commence operation until it has:  (a) caused proof of insurance (Form E) or surety bond coverage to be filed with the Commission in accordance with applicable rules; (b) paid to the Commission the applicable vehicle identification fee ($5.00) for each vehicle to be operated under authority granted by the Commission; (c) filed a tariff (in a new Advice Letter proceeding), in compliance with applicable Commission rules, with an effective date on not less than ten days after filing (see Commission website: http://www.dora.state.co.us/puc/trans/TransFilingTariff.htm); and (d) received notice in writing from the Commission that it is in compliance and may begin service.
4. If Sky Taxi LLC does not comply with the requirements of this Order within 30 days of its effective date, then the temporary authority shall be void.  For good cause shown, the Commission may grant additional time for compliance if the request for additional time is filed within the 30 days.

5. The 20-day time period provided by § 40-6-114(1), C.R.S., to file an application for rehearing, reargument, or reconsideration shall begin on the first day after the Commission mails or serves this Order.

6. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
May 4, 2011.
	(S E A L)

[image: image1.png]



ATTEST: A TRUE COPY


[image: image2.wmf] 

 

 


Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


JAMES K. TARPEY
________________________________



MATT BAKER
________________________________

Commissioners

 CHAIRMAN RONALD J. BINZ RESIGNED EFFECTIVE APRIL 8, 2011.









4

_1219490348.doc
[image: image1.png]Lo




[image: image2.png]





 












