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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. On April 22, 2011, M T Acquisitions, LLC, doing business as Mountains Taxi (Mountains Taxi), filed an application for temporary authority to extend operations under Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity PUC No. 55768 to include the:

Transportation of 
passengers in call-and-demand limousine service 
between all points in the following area: commencing at the intersection of Colorado State Highway 119 and U. S. Highway 6, near the boundaries of the Counties of Jefferson, Gilpin, and Clear Creek, State of Colorado, thence east along U.S. Highway 6 to its intersection with Jefferson County Parkway, thence east and south along Jefferson County Parkway to its intersection with Johnson Road, thence south along Johnson Road to its transition to Interstate C-470, thence south and east along Interstate C-470 to its intersection with the boundary of the County of Jefferson, thence south along the boundary of the County of Jefferson to a point one mile south of its intersection with Jefferson County Road 96 (South Platte River Road), thence west along an imaginary line to a point 8 miles west of the eastern boundary of the County of Park, thence north along an imaginary line for 28.25 miles, thence east along an imaginary line to State Highway 119, thence southeast along State Highway 119 to the point of beginning, and between said points, on the one hand, and all points in the State of Colorado, on the other hand.
2. The Commission gave notice of the application on April 25, 2011.

3. Casino Transportation, Inc., filed an intervention opposing the grant of this application on April 29, 2011.
4. Pursuant to § 40-6-120(1), C.R.S., the Commission is authorized to grant temporary authority when "there appears to be an immediate and urgent need to any point or within a territory having no carrier service capable of meeting such need."
5. Mountains Taxi must meet a two-fold test: first, that there is an immediate and urgent need for the transportation services, and second, that there is no existing carrier capable of meeting the need.  If Mountains Taxi fails to meet either test, the application must be denied.

B. Findings of Fact

6. Mountains Taxi has authority, under CPCN PUC No. 55768, to provide taxi service in the same geographic area named in this extension application.

7. Casino Transportation, under CPCN PUC Nos. 48716 and 52393, may provide scheduled service between points in the Denver metro area, on the one hand, and points in Black Hawk and Central City, Colorado, on the other hand.

8. Black Hawk and Central City, Colorado, are located within the boundaries of the geographic area named in this extension application.

9. Mountains Taxi filed an Amendment to this temporary authority application on May 3, 2011.  In this Amendment, Mountains Taxi eliminates Gilpin County from the geographic area named in this application.  By removing Gilpin County, Mountains Taxi eliminates service to or from points in Black Hawk and Central City, Colorado.

10. Casino Transportation filed a Notice of Contingent Withdrawal of Intervention on May 3, 2011.  In the Contingent Withdrawal of Intervention, Casino Transportation states it will withdraw its intervention to Docket No. 11A-367CP-TA if the Commission approves the amendment filed by Mountains Taxi to remove Gilpin County from the geographic area named in this application.

11. In support of the application, Don Bosch, the owner of Mountains Taxi, states 

As a taxi service our vehicles are limited to a maximum of 7 passenger capacity.  There have been multiple occasions in the past, and a number of future occasions where we are requested to transport groups larger than we are able to accommodate in a single vehicle.

The addition of a vehicle with a larger capacity will serve the public by providing a more timely and less expensive means of transport to various functions for groups both within our service area and throughout the state.  The economic savings for the public, as well as the increased availability of our vehicles to the travelling public will only act to better serve the community.

12. Four letters were also submitted to support this temporary authority application.  Three of the letters were written by owners or managers of businesses in the Evergreen, Colorado area.  The fourth letter was written by the supervisor of the Evergreen Park and Recreation District.  Each of the authors of these letters states there have been occasions in the past few months when their business or organization has been asked to arrange transportation for groups larger than Mountains Taxi is able to accommodate in a single vehicle.

13. However, none of the authors identify any specific occasion when there was an immediate or urgent need for the transportation service requested in this application.  Also, none of the authors indicate if they have attempted to contact other transportation carriers to provide the service requested by Mountains Taxi in this application.

C. Conclusions

14. The Commission finds that the information provided by Mountains Taxi does not show that there is an immediate and urgent need for the transportation services, and second, that there is no existing carrier capable of meeting the need.

15. This application for temporary authority is not in the public interest.

16. The denial of this application creates no presumption about the final disposition of the permanent authority application.  The permanent authority application will be determined on the evidence presented using the statutory criteria.
II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The application for temporary authority filed by M T Acquisitions, LLC, doing business as Mountains Taxi (Mountains Taxi) is denied.

2. The Amendment filed by Mountains Taxi is denied as moot.

3. The Contingent Withdrawal of Intervention filed by Casino Transportation, Inc. is denied as moot.

4. The 20-day time period provided by § 40-6-114(1), C.R.S., to file an application for rehearing, reargument, or reconsideration shall begin on the first day after the Commission mails or serves this Order.

5. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS' WEEKLY MEETING
May 4, 2011.
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