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I. By the Commission

A. Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of a petition for a variance to the filing date of a Renewable Energy Standard (RES) Compliance Plan for the 2012 compliance year (Petition for Variance) filed by Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service or Company) on April 22, 2011.

2. This matter also comes before the Commission for consideration of the petition to intervene and accompanying notice of objection filed by Blanca Ranch Holdings, LLC and Trinchera Ranch Holdings, LLC (Trinchera Ranch) filed on April 26, 2011.

3. Being fully advised in the matter and consistent with the discussion below, we deny the intervention of Trinchera Ranch and grant the Petition for Variance.

B. Findings and Conclusions

4. The Commission recently completed a rulemaking, Docket No. 10R-243E, where 
we amended Rule 3657(a)(I) of the Rules Regulating Electric Utilities, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-3, to require an investor-owned Qualifying Retail Utility, such as Public Service, to file a 2012 RES Compliance Plan on or before May 1, 2011.

5. In its Petition for Variance, Public Service requests a brief extension of time to file its 2012 RES Plan to May 13, 2011 in order to incorporate modeling runs from a new version of computer modeling software known as STRATEGIST, which it just recently acquired.  The Company claims that no party would be harmed by this request since the 2012 RES Compliance Plan mainly addresses Public Service’s plan for retail distributed generation resources. 

6. Trinchera Ranch filed a petition to intervene that was accompanied by a notice of objection to Public Service’s Petition for Variance.  We find that Trinchera Ranch has not stated good cause to intervene in this limited proceeding concerning the acceptable filing date of Public Service’s 2012 RES Compliance Plan.  Trinchera Ranch’s Petition to Intervene will therefore be denied.

7. We find that Public Service has met the burden of proof with respect to the Petition for Variance and will grant the request without a hearing.  
II. order

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The Petition to Intervene filed by Blanca Ranch Holdings, LLC, and Trinchera Ranch Holdings, LLC, on April 26, 2011 is denied.

2. The Petition for a Variance of Rule 3657 with Respect to the Filing Date of the 2012 Renewable Energy Standard (RES) Compliance Plan filed by Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service) on April 22, 2011 is granted.

3. The due date for Public Service’s 2012 RES Compliance Plan is May 13, 2011.

4. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS' WEEKLY MEETING
April 27, 2011.
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