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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement, Findings, and Conclusions

1. This matter comes before the Public Utilities Commission (Commission) for consideration of an Application for Commission Approval of an Alternative Form of Notice and for Waiver of Response Time filed on April 1, 2011 by Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service).  Public Service seeks an alternative form of notice pursuant to § 40‑3‑104(1)(c)(I)(D), C.R.S.  Public Service requests that the Commission prescribe an alternative form of notice for its Advice Letter No. 1586-Electric, through which Public Service will put into effect changes to the current Demand Side Management Cost Adjustment (DSMCA) rider necessary to recover its prudently-incurred electric demand side management (DSM) program expenses.

B. Findings

2. Public Service specifically proposes the following forms of notice:  (1) filing the change with the Commission and keeping open for public inspection the filing; (2) publishing a legal notice,  in The Denver Post on two consecutive Sundays, starting on April 3, 2011; and (3) electronic service of the Advice Letter and associated tariffs on all parties to Docket No. 07A‑420E and Docket No. 08A-366EG, the most recent dockets involving DSM programs and cost recovery for the DSMCA.

3. Public Service states that the estimated cost of issuing a notice through individual mailings to be in excess of $300,000.

4. Public Service also requests that the response time to this Application be waived.

C. Conclusions

5. The Application contains the information required by the applicable Commission Rules and is therefore deemed complete.

6. We find good cause exists to grant the Application and waive response time.  We find the alternative form of notice proposed by Public Service is generally reasonable with respect to stakeholders and the general public.  The Commission notes Public Service did not ask for a variance from the statutory requirement that the newspaper notice be published once each week for two successive weeks. See § 40-3-104(1)(c)(I)(A), C.R.S. Consequently, we further order that Public Service shall file such notice as required by statute, once each week for two successive weeks within the first 20 days of the 30-day period prior to the effective date of the increase or change.

7. We will discuss the merits of Advice Letter No. 1586-Electric at a future date.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That

1. The Application of Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service) for an Alternative Form of Notice and for Waiver of Response Time (Application) is deemed complete.

2. The Application is granted, consistent with the discussion above.  

3. The notice proposed by Public Service shall be published in The Denver Post, once each week for two consecutive weeks as provided by § 40-3-104(1)(c)(I)(A), C.R.S.

4. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
April 20, 2011.
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