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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. Commission Decision No. C11-0139 was mailed on February 8, 2011, settling a number of issues that were raised in this docket.  

2. As part of that decision, Public Service Company of Colorado (the Company) and the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel (OCC) (as well as the Staff of the Commission if it chooses to do so) were required to develop guidelines for the use of a tracking mechanism for intellectual property (IP) and patents that might arise out of the SmartGridCity (SGC) project in Boulder, Colorado. The Order directed that guidelines are to be filed with the Commission by March 31, 2011.

3. In a joint filing on March 28, 2011, the Company and the OCC (collectively, the Parties) have filed a request to extend this deadline to April 30, 2011, citing schedule conflicts that prevented discussion meetings in March leading up to the original deadline.  The Parties also asked that response time to its motion be waived.

4. While the Parties assert that they will come to a common successful conclusion, in the unlikely event that they are not able to reach agreement on such guidelines, they will submit a report at that time explaining the basis of disagreement. The expectation remains that the Parties will be able to agree to appropriate guidelines with additional time.  The Parties have also agreed that the granting of an extension of time will in no way limit the Company's obligation to track all IP that arises from the SGC project, regardless of when patents were or may be acquired, or when other Xcel Energy affiliates received or may receive free or discounted uses of such IP.
B. Findings of Fact

5. We find that the Parties have shown good cause for a modest extension of time.  We agree with the movants that this extension will not unduly lengthen the proceeding.  Therefore we grant the motion.

II. ORDER
A. The Commission Orders That: 

1. The Joint Motion filed by Public Service Company of Colorado and the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel is granted and response time is waived.

2. The deadline for the submission of the intellectual property tracking mechanism ordered under Decision No. C11-0139 shall be April 30, 2011.

3. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.
B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
March 30, 2011.
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