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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of an a Application for Approval of a Reduction in the Standard Rebate Offer (Application) filed on February 16, 2011 by Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service).

2. By Decision No. C11-0201, issued on February 23, 2011, the Commission granted Public Service’s request to shorten Commission notice on the Application and to establish an expedited intervention period.  Pleadings to become a party were due by March 2, 2011, concurrent with the shortened notice period.

3. A pre-hearing conference was also scheduled by Decision No. C11-0201 on March 4, 2011.  The purpose of the pre-hearing conference was to take oral responses to interventions, to address various matters raised in pleadings filed in accordance with Decision No. C11-0201, and potentially, to set a procedural schedule. 

4. Petitions to intervene were timely filed by the Solar Alliance; the Colorado Solar Energy Industries Association (CoSEIA); Western Resource Advocates; Colorado Renewable Energy Society; Cherry Creek School District; the City of Boulder; CF&I Steel, L.P. and Climax Molybdenum Company, jointly; and Ms. Leslie Glustrom.  Notices for intervention by right were timely by the Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission, the Colorado Governor’s Energy Office, and the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel.  On March 3, 2011, Blanca Ranch Holdings, LLC and Trinchera Ranch Holdings, LLC jointly filed a Motion for Leave to Allow Late Intervention and a Petition to Intervene. 

5. We convened the pre-hearing conference on March 4, 2011.  This Order addresses the results of that meeting.

B. Discussion

6. We deem the Application complete as of the date of this Order.  We also find good cause to set the matter for hearing before the Commission en banc.

7. We note the interventions by right and, given that Public Service raised no objections to the petitions to intervene, we find good cause to grant all petitions to intervene by permission.
8. Further, we find that good cause exists to establish additional procedures in the near term before we set a complete procedural schedule for this Docket.  These additional procedures are intended to enable the Commission to address the matters raised by Public Service’s Application and the pleadings submitted by the parties in an expedited timeframe.  They are also intended to facilitate a prompt submission of a settlement agreement among the parties for the Commission’s consideration.

9. Thus, we put all parties on notice that the deadline for filing comment and argument on issues raised by the Application, the other pleadings filed to date, and statements made by the parties at the pre-hearing conference on March 4, 2011 shall be 5:00 p.m. on March 10, 2011.  These comments should address any proposed settlement.  In addition, parties may address the following questions:

1) Is interim relief such as that requested by CoSEIA necessary at this time?

2) If interim relief is appropriate, what form should it take?  For example, at what level should the Commission establish the standard rebate offer and what level should Public Service pay for renewable energy credits?  

3) Should that interim relief be capped by a MW or cost ceiling?

4) What is the aggregate cost of any proposed interim relief?  What is the rate impact to consumers?

Parties may also address additional issues, if necessary.

10. In addition, legal counsel may address the Commission’s authority to order Public Service to advance additional funds from the Renewable Energy Standard Adjustment in order to support any proposed interim relief, as well as whether the record is sufficient to permit the Commission to decrease the standard rebate offer in accordance with Rule 3658(c) of the Commission’s Rules Regulating Electric Utilities, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-3. 

11. The Commission intends to discuss this matter further with parties at a pre-hearing conference on March 11, 2011.  To the extent necessary, we will continue to this discussion at a pre-hearing conference on March 18, 2011.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. We deem the Application for Approval of a Reduction in the Standard Rebate Offer (Application) filed on February 16, 2011 by Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service) complete as of the effective date of this Order.

2. We note the interventions by right filed by Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission, the Colorado Governor’s Energy Office, and the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel.

3. We find good cause to grant petitions to intervene by permission filed by Solar Alliance; the Colorado Solar Energy Industries Association; Western Resource Advocates; Colorado Renewable Energy Society; Cherry Creek School District; the City of Boulder; CF&I Steel, L.P. and Climax Molybdenum Company, jointly; Blanca Ranch Holdings, LLC and Trinchera Ranch Holdings, LLC, jointly; and Ms. Leslie Glustrom.  

4. To address the matters raised by Public Service’s Application, the pleadings submitted in this Docket to date, and statements made by the parties at the pre-hearing conference of March 4, 2011, intervenors shall file comments and argument no later than 5:00 p.m. on March 10, 2011.
5. Two pre-hearing conferences on this matter are set as follows:

DATE:

March 11, 2011 

TIME:

10:00 a.m.

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room A



1560 Broadway, Suite 250



Denver, Colorado

DATE:

March 18, 2011 

TIME:

10:00 a.m.

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room A



1560 Broadway, Suite 250



Denver, Colorado

Parties shall be prepared to discuss the matters set out above as well as a potential procedural schedule.

6. The Commission will notify the parties in a future order of the hearing date, time, and location.  Public Service must appear at the hearing and present evidence in support of its Application.  Other parties may appear and present evidence in support of their position.
7. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN A PREHEARING CONFERENCE 
March 4, 2011.

	(S E A L)

[image: image1.png]



ATTEST: A TRUE COPY


[image: image2.wmf] 

 

 


Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


RONALD J. BINZ
________________________________


JAMES K. TARPEY
________________________________



MATT BAKER
________________________________

Commissioners










2

_1219490348.doc
[image: image1.png]Lo




[image: image2.png]





 












