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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. On January 19, 2011, Mercy Medical Transportation Services, LLC (Mercy Medical), filed an application for temporary authority to conduct operations as a common carrier by motor vehicle for hire for the transportation of passengers in call-and-demand limousine service between all points in Mesa County, Colorado.  This application is restricted to providing non-emergent medical transportation.
2. The Commission gave notice of the application on January 31, 2011.

3. Tazco, Inc., doing business as Sunshine Taxi (Sunshine Taxi), filed an intervention opposing a grant of the application on February 7, 2011.  Sunshine Taxi may provide, under Certificate of Public of Convenience and Necessity PUC No. 19429, call-and-demand limousine, charter and taxi service between all points in Mesa County, State of Colorado, and between said points, on the one hand, and all points in the State of Colorado, on the other hand.
4. Pursuant to § 40-6-120(1), C.R.S., the Commission is authorized to grant temporary authority when "there appears to be an immediate and urgent need to any point or within a territory having no carrier service capable of meeting such need."

5. Mercy Medical must meet a two-fold test: first, that there is an immediate and urgent need for the transportation services, and second, that there is no existing carrier capable of meeting the need.  If Mercy Medical fails to meet either test, the application must be denied.

B. Findings of Fact

6. Eight letters of support were submitted in support of this application.  The letters were written by employees of a clinic, a hospital, a senior apartment community, a rehabilitation center, and a doctor’s office.  The businesses are located in Grand Junction and Fruita, Colorado.  The authors of the letters generally express a need for an additional transportation carrier to transport clients to and from medical appointments in and around Grand Junction.  The authors of the letters do not include any information which shows and supports the existence of an immediate and urgent need for the proposed service.  The authors of the letters do state that their clients want additional choices in the number of companies that may provide transportation services.  However, a desire for additional transportation providers does not meet the requirements named in § 40-6-120(1), C.R.S., which define the basis by which the Commission may grant temporary authority.

C. Conclusions

7. The Commission finds an immediate and urgent need for the requested transportation services has not been shown to exist, and it has not been shown that there is no carrier capable of providing the service.

8. This application for temporary authority is not in the public interest.

9. The denial of this application creates no presumption about the final disposition of the permanent authority application.  The permanent authority application will be determined on the evidence presented using the statutory criteria.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The application for temporary authority filed by Mercy Medical Transportation Services, LLC, is denied.

2. The 20-day time period provided by § 40-6-114(1), C.R.S., to file an application for rehearing, reargument, or reconsideration shall begin on the first day after the Commission mails or serves this Order.

3. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS' WEEKLY MEETING
February 9, 2011.
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