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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. On December 3, 2010, Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association, Inc.  (Tri-State) filed an application for a certificate of public convenience and necessity (CPCN) for the construction of the Burlington-Wray 230kV Transmission Project (Project), under § 40-5-101, C.R.S., and Rules 3002(a)(III) and 3102 of the Rules Regulating Electric Utilities, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-3.  

2. Tri-State submitted sworn, direct testimony and exhibits from the following witnesses in support of the CPCN application:  Mr. Joel K. Bladow, Senior Vice President, Transmission; Mr. Mark H. Stout, Planning Studies Manager; and Mr. Andrew R. Leoni, Senior Manager, Transmission Engineering.  These witnesses present the need for the Project, study alternatives and the preferred Project, the proposed construction and in-service date of the Project, and the cost of the Project.  

3. The Project consists of a new, approximately 60 miles long, 230kV electric transmission line connecting Tri-State’s existing Burlington and Wray 230kV substations.  The Project will consist of a single circuit 230kV line, built on wood H-frame structures with a 1272 kcmil acsr rated at 612 MVA, on a new 150-foot right-of-way (ROW).  The Burlington-Wray 230kV line completes a 230kV loop from Story Substation to Midway Substation.  The in-service date of the Project is the 4th quarter of 2015 at a cost of $40.265 million.  

4. Dr. Robert L. Pearson, Vice President of CH2M, a consulting engineering company, also submitted sworn, direct testimony and exhibits.  Dr. Pearson performed the corona noise studies and electromagnetic field (EMF) studies on behalf of Tri-State.  Dr. Pearson’s studies show that the EMF values are less than 150 milliGauss at the edge of the ROW and the corona noise values are less than 50 dB(A) during wet conditions 25 feet from the edge of the ROW.   

5. Tri-State owns the 140 MW Limon Generation Station, owns the 100 MW Burlington Generation Station, and has entered into a power purchase agreement with the 51 MW Kit Carson Windpower Project, placed in service November 2010 near the Burlington Substation.  The 120 MVA thermal limit of the existing Wray-Burlington 115kV line presently limits the operation of this existing generation. The existing Wray-Burlington 115kV line will consequently limit the addition of any more wind generation projects in this area.  In addition, Tri-State has a need for future transmission capacity for load serving beyond the capability of the existing Wray-Burlington 115kV line. Thus, the Project is needed to eliminate the existing generation operation limits, to allow future wind generation additions in this area, and to provide reliable future load serving capability for Tri-State’s loads in eastern Colorado. No party has contested Tri-State’s application regarding the need for the Project.

6. A visual inspection of the area for the proposed Wray-Burlington 230kV line shows that this could be coordinated with the proposed High Plains Express Project (HPX).  As a party to the HPX study group, Tri-State approached the HPX Executive Committee for a commitment for a potential joint project.  The Executive Committee responded that the HPX was not far enough in the study process to make a commitment as a joint project.  Therefore, Tri-State then decided to proceed with the Wray-Burlington 230kv line on its own.

7. The Interwest Energy Alliance (Interwest) filed a Petition to Intervene on December 8, 2010, and requested a hearing.  On December 17, 2010, Interwest filed an Amendment Petition to Intervene, where it supports the CPCN application and withdraws its request for a hearing, but reserves its right to participate in a hearing if held pursuant to another party’s request.  

8. The CPCN Application contains all of the information required by Commission Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 CCR 723-1-1303(b) and is therefore deemed complete.

9. Because the CPCN Application is unopposed, the Commission finds that it will determine this matter based upon the submitted written testimony and exhibits of Tri-State’s witnesses as the written record, without a formal hearing under § 40-6-109(5), C.R.S., and Rule 1403, Commission Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 CCR 723-1.

B. Discussion

10. The Commission has reviewed the CPCN Application and the accompanying testimony and exhibits filed by Tri-State.  The Commission finds that the proposed Project is required to remove the generation operation limits of existing generation at Limon and Burlington, to provide future additional generation injection potential in the Burlington area (Energy Resource Zone 2), and to provide additional load serving capability to serve Tri-State’s load in eastern Colorado.  We find that the application is in the public interest and therefore grant the CPCN for the construction of the Project. 

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The application filed on December 3, 2010, by Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association, Inc. (Tri-State) for a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity (CPCN) for the construction of the Burlington-Wray 230kV Transmission Project is deemed complete.

2. The Petition to Intervene filed by the Interwest Energy Alliance on December 8, 2010, and amended on December 17, 2010, is granted.

3. The electromagnetic field values and the corona noise values presented in the studies meet the conditions of Commission Rules Regulating Electric Utilities 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-3-3206(e)(III) and 3206(f)(III) and should therefore be considered reasonable for the proposed Burlington-Wray 230kV Transmission Project.    

4. The CPCN application of Tri-State for the construction of the Burlington-Wray 230kV Transmission Project is granted.

5. The 20-day period provided for in § 40-6-114, C.R.S., within which to file applications for rehearing, reargument, or reconsideration begins on the first day following the effective date of this Order.

6. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
January 12, 2011.
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