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I. BY THE COMMISSION
A. Statement

1. On November 24, 2010, Leap, LLC (Leap or Applicant), filed an application for temporary authority to conduct operations as a common carrier by motor vehicle for hire.  Leap requests an authority as follows:

Transportation of
passengers in call-and-demand limousine service 
(A)
between all points located within an area beginning at the intersection of 28th Street and Baseline Road, Boulder, Colorado; thence west along Baseline Road, as extended, to its intersection with 8th Street; thence north along 8th Street, as extended, to its intersection with Arapahoe Avenue; thence east along Arapahoe Avenue to its intersection with 28th Street; thence south along 28th Street, as extended, to the point of beginning. 
(B)
between all points located within an area beginning at the intersection of 16th Street and Aurora Avenue, Boulder, Colorado; thence west along Aurora Avenue to its intersection with 9th Street; thence north along 9th Street to its intersection with Walnut Street; thence east along Walnut Street to its intersection with Broadway Street; thence south along Broadway Street to its intersection with Euclid Avenue; thence south along 16th Street to the point of beginning.

2. The Commission gave notice of the application on December 20, 2010.

3. There are no interventions opposing a grant of the temporary authority application.
4. Pursuant to § 40-6-120(1), C.R.S., the Commission is authorized to grant temporary authority when "there appears to be an immediate and urgent need to any point or within a territory having no carrier service capable of meeting such need."

5. Applicant must meet a two-fold test: first, that there is an immediate and urgent need for the transportation services, and second, that there is no existing carrier capable of meeting the need.  If Applicant fails to meet either test, the application must be denied.

B. Findings of Fact

6. The support filed on behalf of this application consists of two different letters written by the applicant and signed by eight Boulder residents. 

The first letter states:

Riding the Leap for one or two dollars is significantly more affordable than a conventional taxicab. The Leap will serve areas that no public buses currently serve

The second letter states:

Taxicabs are much more expense [sic] than Leap. In addition, the Leap serves an area where public buses do not.

7. While the statements made in these letters support the need for additional transportation service between points in the Boulder area, they do not address any immediate and urgent need that exists for the transportation service named in this application.

8. The following carriers currently provide transportation service in the Boulder area as requested by the applicant: Boulder Yellow Cab, Metro Taxi, and Freedom Cabs.

C. Conclusions

9. We find that Leap has not met its burden of proof with respect to the requirements set forth in § 40-6-120(1), C.R.S., to obtain temporary authority. Leap failed to demonstrate the existence of an immediate and urgent need and has failed to demonstrate that no other carrier is capable of providing the service. As such, the application is not in the public interest and must be denied. 

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The application for temporary authority filed by Leap LLC, on November 24, 2010 is denied.

2. The 20-day time period provided by § 40-6-114(1), C.R.S., to file an application for rehearing, reargument, or reconsideration shall begin on the first day after the Commission mails or serves this Order.

3. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS' WEEKLY MEETING
December 28, 2010.
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