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I. STATEMENT

A. Background

1. On July 28, 2010, the Colorado Public Utilities Commission (Commission) issued a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (NOPR) regarding its Rules Regulating Electric Utilities, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-3.  This NOPR was established to consider new transmission planning rules.  The Commission also designated Commissioner James K. Tarpey as Hearing Commissioner.  

2. Several interested parties filed initial comments on October 15, 2010 and reply comments on October 29, 2010.  The Hearing Commissioner conducted a rulemaking hearing on November 5, 2010.  

3. The Hearing Commissioner now invites the interested parties to submit additional comments addressing the following questions that arose during the hearing:



a)
Please provide a definition of “economic study” for purposes of the proposed transmission planning rules.  For purposes of this question only, please assume the proposed rules define economic studies consistently with FERC Order 890, ¶ 529-551, Principle No. 8, Economic Planning Studies.  Please comment on whether including this or a similar definition in the rules would address the definitional concerns expressed at the hearing and in the comments.  Why or why not? If not, please provide an alternative definition.


b)
If the Commission were to grant a rebuttable presumption of need for an individual project, what information would be required to establish need and to demonstrate that the best alternative was selected?  What information would be required to determine that the best alternative is consistent with the single system planning concept and the long range needs of the system?  What additional information would be required to demonstrate that the transmission planning process was open and transparent?  



c)
Please comment on the option to have transmission plans filed only on an informational basis.  Please describe what data should accompany transmission plans in this situation.



d)
In the context of transmission planning (before corridors are identified but the end points of transmission lines are selected) what level of outreach for stakeholder input is appropriate to county, municipal, and other regulatory agencies?  Should outreach be conducted in a different manner depending on whether the transmission planning docket will be an informational docket or an adjudicatory docket?  


e)
Senate Bill 07-100 reports are due on October 31 of odd-numbered years and the plans referenced in the draft NOPR are due on February 1 of even-numbered years.  Please comment on whether the two documents should be filed simultaneously and the reasons why they should (or should not) be filed simultaneously.



f)
Please discuss the coordination of the transmission planning docket and the electric resource plans (ERPs) filed on October 31st, every four years (2011 is the next required filing).  Include in your discussion a distinction between phase I and phase II of the ERP, if necessary. 
4. The Hearing Commissioner requests that interested parties that wish to comment on these issues do so on or before December 10, 2010. Following the receipt of these comments, the Hearing Commissioner will determine whether any additional hearings should be set.  
II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. The Hearing Commissioner invites interested parties to file additional comments on or before December 10, 2010, consistent with the discussion above.  

2. The Hearing Commissioner may set additional hearings, if necessary.
3. This Order is effective immediately. 
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
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JAMES K. TARPEY
________________________________
                          Hearing Commissioner
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