Before the Public Utilities Commission of the State of Colorado

Decision No. R10-1184-I
Docket No. 10AL-455G

R10-1184-IDecision No. R10-1184-I
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

10AL-455GDOCKET NO. 10AL-455G
IN THE MATTER OF advice letter no. 243 filed by sourcegas distribution llc to recover the increased costs associated with providing natural gas service to colorado customers to be effective on august 1, 2010.
interim order of
administrative law judge
paul c. gomez
suspending procedural schedule
and setting hearing on stipulation
Mailed Date:  November 2, 2010
I. statement

1. On June 24, 2010, SourceGas Distribution, LLC (SourceGas or Company) filed Advice Letter No. 243.  SourceGas requested that the tariff sheets accompanying Advice Letter No. 243 become effective on August 1, 2010.  In support of the increase in rates sought through Advice Letter No. 243, SourceGas also included direct testimony and exhibits.

2. Protests to Advice Letter No. 243 were filed individually by the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel (OCC), Trial Staff of the Commission (Staff), and several individual SourceGas ratepayers.  

3. Intervenors in this matter include Commission Trial Staff (Staff), the OCC, the Town of Telluride, Colorado (Telluride), A M Gas Transfer Corp. (A M Gas), and Barton J. Levin. 

4. By Interim Order No. R10-0971-I, a procedural schedule was adopted at follows:

Answer Testimony due





October 15, 2010

Rebuttal/Cross-Answer Testimony due



November 19, 2010

Dispositive Motions due





November 23, 2010

Stipulations/Settlement Agreements due



November 29, 2010

Evidentiary Hearing






December 6-10, 2010

Statements of Position due





December 22, 2010

5. In addition, pursuant to § 40-6-111(1), C.R.S., the effective date of the proposed tariff sheets attached to Advice Letter No. 243 are suspended for an additional 90 days or through February 25, 2011.

6. On October 25, 2010, SourceGas and Staff filed a Joint Motion for Expedited Procedural Schedule (Motion) because Staff and SourceGas had agreed to and filed an Agreement in Principle on October 14, 2010 in which they agreed to the compromise and settlement of all issues which were or could have been raised in this proceeding.  A more comprehensive agreement was proposed to be filed on or before October 29, 2010.

7. The Motion further provided that the issues remaining as indicated in answer testimony filed by the OCC, A M Gas, and Levin were limited to three issues.  As a result, the Motion requested an expedited procedural schedule and proposed a hearing on the Settlement Agreement on November 19, 2010 with an effective date of the proposed tariffs based on the terms of the Settlement Agreement to take effect on December 1, 2010.  The parties also request a shortened response time to the Motion to Friday, October 29, 2010.

8. The Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) shortened response time to the Joint Motion to the close of business on Friday, October 29, 2010.  

9. On October 29, 2010, a Joint Motion of all the Parties for One Business Day Extension of Shortened Response Time and Further Expedited Procedural Schedule (Joint Motion) was filed.  

10. According to the Joint Motion, all parties to this proceeding have now agreed to settle the issues raised and a Stipulation will be filed that memorializes the amendments to the settlement agreement between Staff and SourceGas.  As a result, the parties request that the shortened response time to the Motion of Staff and SourceGas be extended one business day to the close of business on Monday, November 1, 2010, and that the procedural schedule in this matter be further amended by postponing indefinitely the due dates for filing rebuttal and cross-answer testimony and a hearing on the Stipulation be held on November 8, 2010.  

11. Good cause is found to vacate the remaining procedural schedule in this matter, including the due dates for filing rebuttal and cross-answer testimony, the evidentiary hearing dates of December 6 through 10, 2010 and the filing of Closing Statements of Position.  

12. A new hearing date of November 8, 2010 will be set to take testimony regarding the Stipulation and Settlement Agreement entered into among the parties to this proceeding.  Therefore, under the circumstances, the ALJ finds it unnecessary to extend the date for filing responses to the previous Motion to Expedite Procedural Schedule.  

II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. The Joint Motion of All Parties for One-Business Day Extension of Shortened Response Time and for Further Expedited Procedural Schedule is granted in part.

2. The Joint Motion for One-Business Day Extension of Shortened Response Time is denied as moot.

3. The remainder of the procedural schedule set by Decision No. R10-0971-I is vacated.

4. An evidentiary hearing on the terms of the Stipulation and Settlement Agreement entered into among all parties to this proceeding will be held as follows:

DATE:

November 8, 2010

TIME:

9:00 a.m.

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room


Colorado Public Utilities Commission


1560 Broadway, Suite 250


Denver, Colorado 80202

5. This Order is effective immediately.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


PAUL C. GOMEZ
________________________________
                     Administrative Law Judge
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