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IN THE MATTER OF PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE RULES OF THE COLORADO PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION PURSUANT TO (1) THE DEVELOPMENT OF SOLAR GARDENS AS REQUIRED BY HB10-1342, (2) COMMUNITY-BASED PROJECTS THAT QUALIFY FOR SPECIAL TREATMENT UNDER HB10-1418, AND (3) USE OF ELIGIBLE ENERGY RESOURCES TO OFFSET ELECTRICAL ENERGY CONSUMPTION OF THE DIVISION OF PARKS AND OUTDOOR RECREATION AS PER HB10-1349.
Interim order of
administrative law judge
G. Harris Adams 
granting motion in part
and scheduling workshops
Mailed Date: November 1, 2010 

I. STATEMENT

1. On October 18, 2010, the Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service or Company) Motion to Modify Procedural Schedule and Request for Initiation of Commission-Sponsored Workshops was filed.  Public Service requests that the Commission modify the current comment and hearing schedule and initiate a series of Commission-sponsored workshops to develop proposed rules to implement House Bills (HBs) 10-1342, 10-1349, and 10-1418.  Thereafter an opportunity would be provided for comment and hearing.

2. Based upon the novelty and complexity of issues to be addressed herein, Public Service concludes that workshops will help ensure that the rules not only implement the statute, but do so in a way that does not overly burden either the Company or potential participants.  Public Service requests that specified Staff-directed workshops be undertaken. 

3. On October 21, 2010, the Concurrence of Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association, Inc. (Tri-State) in Motion to Modify Procedural Schedule and Request for Initiation of Commission-Sponsored Workshops Filed by Public Service Company of Colorado was filed.  Tri-State joins in the relief requested by Public Service.

4. In a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking mailed on September 30, 2010, the Commission initiated this rulemaking and scheduled a hearing for January 13, 2011. Decision No. C10-1061.

5. The Commission having published notice of the initial hearing to be held on January 13, 2011, the motion will not be granted in its entirety.  The hearing will be convened as noticed.  At such time, further hearings will be scheduled in consideration of the workshop schedule.

6. The undersigned joins in the belief that Commission-sponsored workshops would be beneficial for all concerned.  Based upon consultation with Staff that will conduct the workshops, a series of workshops will be conducted to review and discuss issues in the rulemaking.  Based upon the progress and scope of consensus, additional workshops may be issued by separate order. 

7. The workshop dates and topic areas are as follows:

November 18, 2010……  
Application criteria and priority parameters ("SEC" and Queue), allocation notification requirements, definitions, billing methodology and real time production data (subscribers and Qualified Retail Utility ("QRU")), QRU acquisition and application.
December 2, 2010……..
Customer protection, subscriber organizations and business models (minimum capitalization), share transfers.
December 16, 2010……..
Issues regarding H.B. 10-1418. 
January 6, 2011……..
Low income and agriculture participation in Community Solar Gardens and issues regarding H.B. 10-1349. 

8. The topics outlined above may change, primarily as a result of discussions at a prior workshop.  Further workshops may be scheduled by separate order based upon the experiences in these workshops.  All workshops will be held at the Colorado Public Utilities Commission, 1560 Broadway, Suite 250, Denver, Colorado, 80202.  The workshops will begin at 9:00 a.m. and end at 12:00 p.m. 

II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. Commission-sponsored workshops on issues regarding this rulemaking shall be held as follows:

DATES:
November 18, 2010; December 2, 2010; December 16, 2010; 
and January 6, 2010
TIME:
9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

PLACE:
Public Utilities Commission
1560 Broadway, Suite 250
Denver, Colorado

2. This Order is effective immediately.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


G. HARRIS ADAMS
________________________________
                     Administrative Law Judge
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