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I. statement
1. This matter comes before the Hearing Commissioner for consideration of the Motion for protective order (Motion) filed by CenturyLink, Inc. (CenturyLink or Company) on September 9, 2010.  

2. CenturyLink requests that the Commission grant extraordinary protection to the highly confidential information and documents that the Company will produce in response to Data Request PUC 9-12 served by Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission (Staff).  CenturyLink states that the highly confidential information included in Data Request PUC 9-12 is highly confidential, proprietary, competitive, commercially-sensitive, or a trade secret.  This information and documents demonstrate synergy breakdowns by multiple “functional areas” and on a headcount/non-headcount analysis.  Data Request PUC 9-12 also contains information on how the related savings in many of the categories were derived.

3. CenturyLink requests that access to the highly confidential information be limited as follows: to the Commission; Commission advisors; Trial Staff; attorneys representing these entities assigned to this docket; the Director and employees of the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel (OCC) and its attorneys assigned to this docket; and one outside attorney and one outside expert for the intervenors other than Staff and the OCC.  The Company attaches the proposed non-disclosure agreements relating to highly confidential information as attachments to its Motion.  It also proposes that the restrictions on the number of counsel or experts that may view the highly confidential information not apply to Qwest Communications International, Inc.

4.
Rule 1100(a)(III) of the Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1 requires the party seeking extraordinary protection to bear the burden of proof of establishing the need for extraordinary protection.  That party must also demonstrate that protection under the rules governing ordinary confidentiality would not be sufficient.  Rule 1100(a)(III) also requires the moving party to submit an affidavit containing the names of persons with access to the information and the period of time for which the information must remain undisclosed, if known.  

5.
The Hearing Commissioner finds that CenturyLink has met the requirements of Rule 1100(a)(III) and that the information and documents responsive to Data Request PUC 9-12 merits extraordinary protection.  Further, no party filed a response to the Motion.  The Hearing Commissioner therefore grants the Motion. 
II. order

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. The Motion for protective order filed by CenturyLink on September 9, 2010 is granted, consistent with the discussion above.

2. This Order is effective immediately. 
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


RONALD J. BINZ
________________________________
                            Hearing Commissioner
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