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I. statement

1. On June 24, 2010, SourceGas Distribution, LLC (SourceGas or Company) filed Advice Letter No. 243.  SourceGas requested that the tariff sheets accompanying Advice Letter No. 243 become effective on August 1, 2010.  In support of the increase in rates sought through Advice Letter No. 243, SourceGas also included direct testimony and exhibits.

2. Protests to Advice Letter No. 243 were filed individually by the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel (OCC), Trial Staff of the Commission (Staff), and several individual SourceGas ratepayers.  

3. According to Advice Letter No. 243, SourceGas seeks to increase its base rate revenues by $6,042,185.  The proposed increase in rates will be made through an adjustment to the General Rate Schedule Adjustment for all customers receiving natural gas service under the Company’s tariffs.  According to SourceGas, the proposed rate impact will be a monthly increase of $5.30 to the average residential customer in Base Rate Area 1, and a monthly increase of $1.75 to the average residential customer in Base Rate Area 2.  The average increase to a commercial customer in Base Rate Area 1 is $8.09 and $2.69 for an average business customer in Base Rate Area 2.

4. Section 40-3-104, C.R.S., and Commission Rule 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-1-1210(b)(II) requires a public utility such as SourceGas to provide 30 days’ notice to the public of any change to its rates in the manner prescribed in that section.  SourceGas provided such notice and as a result, comments and protests were filed with the Commission by various individuals and entities as indicated above.

5. On July 23, 2010, the Commission issued Decision No. C10-0774 regarding Advice Letter No. 243.  That Decision found it necessary to set the proposed tariff sheets for hearing and to suspend their effective date for 120 days in order to determine whether the rates contained in the tariff sheets accompanying Advice Letter No. 628 are just and reasonable.  Based on the proposed effective date of August 1, 2010, the Commission suspended the effective date of the proposed tariffs for 120 days or through November 26, 2010.  The Commission noted that it may, in its discretion, further suspend, by separate order, the effective date of the tariff sheets for an additional 90 days, or through February 25, 2011.  

6. The Commission also referred the matter to an Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) for disposition.  The matter was subsequently assigned to the undersigned ALJ.

7. Intervenors in this matter include Staff; the OCC; the Town of Telluride, Colorado (Telluride); A M Gas Transfer Corp. (A M Gas); and Barton J. Levin. 

8. At the scheduled date and time, the pre-hearing conference was called to order.  Appearances were entered by counsel for SourceGas, Staff, OCC, Telluride, A M Gas, and Mr. Levin.  

9. At the pre-hearing conference, the parties were prepared to offer a procedural schedule which is as follows:

Answer Testimony due





October 15, 2010

Rebuttal/Cross-Answer Testimony due



November 19, 2010

Dispositive Motions due






November 23, 2010

Stipulations/Settlement Agreements due



November 29, 2010

Evidentiary Hearing






December 6-10, 2010

Statements of Position due





December 22, 2010

10. The provisions of 4 CCR 723-1-1405 will govern discovery in this proceeding except for the following provisions:  The cut-off date for all data and discovery requests related to direct testimony and attached exhibits shall be no later than the due date for filing answer testimony and exhibits.  The cut-off date for all data and discovery requests relating to answer testimony and exhibits shall be no later than the due date for filing rebuttal and cross-answer testimony and exhibits.  The cut-off date for all data and discovery requests related to rebuttal and cross-answer testimony and exhibits shall be no later than November 29, 2010.  

11. Response time to all data and discovery requests shall be ten calendar days regardless of the number of requests,
 with the exception of data and discover requests related to rebuttal and cross-answer testimony.  Response time to rebuttal and cross-answer testimony shall be five calendar days.  Discovery and data requests are to be served by 3:00 p.m. the day they are due.  Any discovery or data requests served after 3:00 p.m. will be effective as of the next business day.  The parties are further advised that neither discovery requests nor responses to discovery are to be provided to the ALJ except as necessary to support a motion or as an exhibit to be used at hearing.

12. Parties referring to testimony and exhibits in pleadings or during hearing must reference the page and line numbers from the testimony filed with the Commission.  

13. Commission Rule 4 CCR 723-1-1100 will govern the treatment of information and documents claimed to be confidential.  The parties will provide directly to (i.e., serve on) the ALJ, a copy of any information or document claimed to be confidential and filed under seal with the Commission.  The copy will be provided at the time the material or document is filed with the Commission.  Compliance with this requirement will not reduce the number of copies to be filed with the Commission.

14. It is evident from the schedule listed above that a final decision in this matter cannot be rendered prior to the November 26, 2010 suspension period deadline.  Therefore, pursuant to § 40-6-111(1), C.R.S., the effective date of the proposed tariff sheets attached to Advice Letter No. 243 are suspended for an additional 90 days or through February 25, 2011.

II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. The procedural schedule proposed by the parties at the pre-hearing conference and enumerated above in Paragraph No. 9 is adopted.

2. An evidentiary hearing in this matter is scheduled as follows:

DATES:
December 6 through 10, 2010

TIME:

9:00 a.m. each day

PLACE:
Hearing Room


Colorado Public Utilities Commission


1560 Broadway, Suite 250


Denver, Colorado

3. This Order is effective immediately.

	(S E A L)
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ATTEST: A TRUE COPY


[image: image2.wmf] 

 

 


Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


PAUL C. GOMEZ
______________________________

Administrative Law Judge










� The deadline for filing dispositive motions is not applicable to any discovery motions.  Such motions may be filed at any time prior to the hearing date.


� In the event a party believes that the number of discovery or data requests propounded is burdensome, it may file a motion for relief from the ten-day (or five-day as related to rebuttal and cross-answer testimony) deadline imposed here.
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