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I. STATEMENT
A. Background

1. On July 28, 2010, the Colorado Public Utilities Commission (Commission) issued a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (NOPR) regarding its Rules Regulating Electric Utilities, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-3.  This NOPR was established to consider new transmission planning rules.  The Commission also designated Commissioner James K. Tarpey as Hearing Commissioner.  
2. On August 12, 2010, Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service) and Tri-State Generation and Transmission, Inc. (Tri-State) filed a Joint Motion to modify the procedural schedule set in Decision No. C10-0797.  Public Service and Tri-State also requested that response time to the Joint Motion be shortened to August 13, 2010. 

3. Specifically, the Joint Motion requests that the Hearing Commissioner extend the comment filing date by at least 60 days.  Public Service and Tri-State argue that these rules require more deliberate consideration than the present schedule allows.  Further, Public Service and Tri-State contend that it will take time to gather comments from the CCPG members and formulate those into initial comments for the rulemaking.  It is clear from the proposed rules that the Commission expects CCPG to have an integral role going forward in this transmission planning process, so the coordination of the members’ input would aid the process.
4. On August 13, 2010, the Colorado Independent Energy Association (CIEA) filed a response to the Joint Motion.  CIEA states that it supports Public Service and Tri-State’s request for an additional 60 days to file comments and joins in the Joint Motion. 

B. Analysis

5. The Hearing Commissioner will grant the Joint Motion, in part.  The Hearing Commissioner understands that the coordination of comments from all members of CCPG may take some time.  Due to obligations in other dockets as well as a desire to move this rulemaking along, the Hearing Commissioner will grant an additional 50 days, to October 15, 2010 in which to file comments on the proposed rules.  This extension also necessitates changing the dates for reply comments to October 29 and the hearing date to November 5, 2010. 
6. The Hearing Commissioner may set additional hearing dates and notes that specific issues such as the definition of and requirements for the 20-year long-term conceptual plan may necessitate the scheduling of separate workshops.  
II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The Joint Motion filed on August 12, 2010 by Public Service Company of Colorado and Tri-State Generation and Transmission, Inc., is granted, in part, consistent with the above discussion.  

2. Comments on the proposed transmission planning rules are due October 15, 2010.  Reply comments are due October 29, 2010.  
3. A hearing on the proposed rules and related matters shall be held before Hearing Commissioner James Tarpey as follows:

DATE:
Friday, November 5, 2010
TIME:
9:00 A.M.
PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room A

1560 Broadway, Suite 250

Denver, Colorado

4. The hearing currently set for September 9, 2010 will be held for the limited purpose of receiving comments from those not aware of the rescheduled hearing date.  

5. The Hearing Commissioner may set additional hearings, if necessary.
6. This order is effective on its mailed date. 
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
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JAMES K. TARPEY
________________________________
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