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I. statement

1. On March 2, 2010, Public Service Company of Colorado (PSCo or Company) filed an application with the Commission seeking approval of its proposed regulatory treatment of the margins it realized from the sale of sulfur dioxide (SO2) allowances (Application).  The Company seeks approval of retention of 15 percent of the retail jurisdictional share of the net margins earned from the sale of non-AQIR SO2 allowances in 2009.  According to PSCo, retail customers would be credited through the Electric Commodity Adjustment (ECA) with 85 percent of the retail jurisdictional share of the net margins from the sale of non-AQIR SO2 allowances and 100 percent of the retail jurisdictional share of the net margins from the sale of AQIR-related SO2 allowances.  PSCo would retain $101,175 and would return $1,036,120 to its customers through the ECA.  Included with the Application is the Company’s Annual SO2 Allowance Sales Margin Report and accompanying exhibits.  

2. On April 5, 2010, the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel (OCC) filed its Notice of Intervention of Right and Entry of Appearance.  The OCC notes that it has been an active party in SO2 issues and intends to participate in this proceeding should the matter be set for hearing.

3. On April 14, 2010, Trial Staff of the Commission (Staff) filed its Notice of Intervention as of Right, Entry of Appearance, and Request for Hearing.  Staff notes that it will participate in this proceeding and requests a hearing on PSCo’s Application.  Among the issues Staff intends to address include the reasonableness and fairness of the sale of SO2 allowances with regard to ratepayer and Company shareholder benefit, as well as any other issues it may determine are relevant after further consideration.  

4. On April 20, 2010, at its regular Weekly Meeting, the Commission deemed the Application complete and referred the matter to an Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) for disposition.  The matter was subsequently assigned to the undersigned ALJ.

5. The interventions of right of Staff and the OCC are noted.  The intervention period in this matter is closed.  Therefore, the intervenors in this docket are Staff and the OCC.  

6. It is appropriate to hold a pre-hearing conference.  The ALJ finds it necessary to set a pre-hearing conference in this matter to discuss substantive, procedural and administrative matters, as well as any other issues that may arise.  The parties should be prepared to discuss whether a hearing in this matter is necessary, and if so, to set procedural dates, including dates for filing testimony, a discovery schedule, dates for the filing of Stipulations and Settlement Agreements, dates for an evidentiary hearing, as well as a deadline for the filing of Statements of Position.  

7. The parties should be prepared to discuss any other relevant matters ancillary to this docket.  

8. A pre-hearing conference in this matter will be scheduled for Thursday, June 10, 2010 at 9:00 a.m.  
II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. A pre-hearing conference is scheduled in this matter as follows:


DATE:

June 10, 2010


TIME:

9:00 a.m.


PLACE:
Hearing Room



Colorado Public Utilities Commission



1560 Broadway, Suite 250



Denver, Colorado

2. The Intervention of Right of Commission Trial Staff is noted.

3. The Intervention of Right of the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel is noted.

4. At the pre-hearing conference, the parties shall be prepared to discuss the matters set out above.

5. This Order is effective immediately.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


PAUL C. GOMEZ
________________________________

Administrative Law Judge
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