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I. statement

A. Background

1. The Commission issued a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (NOPR) regarding its Rules Regulating Electric Utilities, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-3.  Decision No. C09-1405, mailed December 17, 2009.  That NOPR commenced this rulemaking proceeding.

2. The basis and purpose of this rulemaking proceeding is to revise the current rules related to Construction or extension of electric facilities.  The proposed rules accompanying the NOPR were published in the January 10, 2009 edition of The Colorado Register.  

3. The Commission invited interested persons to file written comments no later than February 1, 2010 and reply comments no later than February 16, 2010.  The Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel (OCC); Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service); Interwest Energy Alliance (Interwest); Black Hills/Colorado Electric Utility Company, L.P. (Black Hills); Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association, Inc. (Tri-State); and Colorado Independent Energy Association (CIEA) filed written comments.

4. Hearing Commissioner James K. Tarpey conducted a hearing on the proposed rule amendments on February 23, 2010.  During the hearing, the OCC, CIEA, Black Hills, Tri-State, and Public Service provided oral comments.

5. The Hearing Commissioner has reviewed the written and oral comments provided by all interested persons.  Being fully advised in the matter, the Hearing Commissioner attaches revised proposed rules to this Order, incorporating certain proposals made in these written and oral comments.  The Hearing Commissioner invites interested persons to file written comments on the revised proposed rules, focusing on these latest revisions, on or before March 26, 2010.  The Hearing Commissioner notes that paragraph (h) of the attached rules regarding near term and conceptual long range planning acts as a placeholder for the work currently being accomplished in Docket No. 09M-616E.  Comments are requested on whether the proposed language for paragraph (h) meets this placeholder role until rules concerning transmission planning are effective. 

II. ORDER
A. It Is Ordered That:
1. The Hearing Commissioner requests that interested parties file written comments on the revised proposed rules on or before March 26, 2010.

2. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


JAMES K. TARPEY
________________________________

Hearing Commissioner
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