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I. STATEMENT

1. On February 9, 2010, RAL Mountain Village Lodging LLC (RAL) filed a Complaint against SourceGas Distribution LLC (SourceGas).

2. The Complaint describes a billing dispute that dates back to the commencement of service to RAL’s hotel and residence complex (Hotel) in Telluride, Colorado on October 3, 2008.  RAL alleges that SourceGas issued the first bill to RAL after a February 23, 2009 reading in the amount of $2910.98, which RAL paid.  RAL states that it did not receive another bill until August 2009 when it was billed $403,264.44.  RAL claims that it has requested, but SourceGas has not provided, a breakdown of this amount over the months which it purports to cover.  RAL contends that subsequent usage data show that the bill is far in excess of what was likely consumed during the contested period.

3. RAL states in its Complaint that SourceGas has threatened immediate discontinuance of service if the bill is not paid.  The Complaint included a request for an interim order requiring SourceGas to continue to provide gas service to the Hotel pending resolution of this complaint.  It suggests that no bond is needed, or, if one is imposed, that it be deeply discounted from the claimed amount due.

4. The Commission does have the authority to prohibit discontinuance of service pending resolution of a proceeding involving a dispute over utility charges upon such terms as the Commission deems reasonable, including the requirement that the complainant post a bond.  See, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-4-4408(b)(X).

5. RAL has alleged circumstances that warrant an order prohibiting discontinuance of service.  However, RAL must post a bond in the amount of $25,000 no later than noon on Wednesday, February 17, 2010.  In addition, RAL must remain current in its utility bills during the pendency of this proceeding.

II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. SourceGas Company of Colorado (SourceGas) shall not discontinue gas service to the Complainant, RAL Mountain Village Lodging LLC, at its hotel and residence complex in Telluride, Colorado during the pendency of the proceeding.

2. Ordering Paragraph No. 1 above is contingent on RAL Mountain Village Lodging LLC posting a $25,000 bond on or before noon on Wednesday, February 17, 2010.  Ordering Paragraph No. 1 above is also contingent on RAL Mountain Village Lodging LLC staying current with its bills for gas service to the Hotel during this proceeding.  If either condition is not met, SourceGas may discontinue service without further order of this Commission.

3. This Order shall be effective immediately.  
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


KEN F. KIRKPATRICK
________________________________

Administrative Law Judge
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