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I. statement
1. Section 40-4-117, C.R.S., requires the Commission to report to the General Assembly on the integrated transmission plans of owners and operators of transmission facilities in Colorado on or before July 1, 2010.  In that report, the Commission shall address:  (a) the adequacy of the integrated transmission plan; (b) whether the integrated transmission plan is appropriately coordinated with transmission plans of other states and transmission operators in the region; and (c) whether future legislative action is required to ensure continued progress with respect to the transmission system in Colorado.  The statute directs the Commission to conduct hearings and convene workshops as it deems necessary to compile and integrate the transmission planning information, and to seek input from a broad group of stakeholders.

2. In Decision No. C09-0872, mailed August 22, 2009, the Commission expressed its intent to issue a transmission planning proposal addressing the topics listed in § 40-4-117, C.R.S.  The Commission further stated that interested persons will have an opportunity to comment on the draft transmission planning proposal before the Commission submits its report to the General Assembly on or before July 1, 2010.

3. The Hearing Commissioner now issues a draft transmission planning proposal, contained in Attachment A to this Order.  The draft proposal overviews transmission planning in Colorado today and introduces a coordinated transmission planning model for comment.  The draft proposal discusses how the coordinated transmission planning model complies with the nine transmission planning principles developed in FERC Order 890; proposes six regions within Colorado for transmission planning purposes; discusses how regional planning is incorporated into statewide planning; discusses studies that would need to be performed; proposes the level of Commission involvement in transmission planning activities envisioned; and sets forth other assumptions and requirements for successful implementation of the proposal.  

4. The Hearing Commissioner requests interested persons to file written comments on the draft proposal on or before February 19, 2010.  Further, the Hearing Commissioner will schedule workshops, small group meetings, and individual meetings to receive additional input from interested persons in the near future.

5. The Hearing Commissioner specifically requests input on the following questions:

· Under the draft transmission planning proposal, would the Commission have all of the information necessary to assess whether the existing transmission infrastructure is adequate, efficient, and reliable, and will continue to be so in the future?

· Does the draft transmission planning proposal request information that is necessary for the assessment mentioned above?

· Does the draft transmission planning proposal request information not otherwise needed to fulfill the requirements promulgated by FERC in Order 890, the NERC Reliability Standards, the policies and procedures of WECC or CCPG, or good utility practices? 

· Will the transmission planning proposal result in coordinated, open, and transparent planning?

· Will all transmission providers in Colorado fully cooperate in the transmission planning process envisioned by this proposal?

· In addition to the questions contained the draft transmission planning proposal, should the Commission ask any additional questions to fulfill its responsibilities under § 40-4-117, C.R.S.?

6. The Hearing Commissioner will schedule a workshop for all interested stakeholders.  At this workshop, stakeholders will discuss the attached proposal, comments filed, and plans for going forward. 

II. order

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. Interested persons may file written comments on the draft transmission planning proposal, contained in Attachment A to this Order, and the questions listed above, on or before February 19, 2010.  

2. A workshop regarding the attached proposal will be held as follows:

DATE:
February 25, 2010

TIME:
9:00 a.m. 

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room A

1560 Broadway, Suite 250

Denver, Colorado

3. This Order is effective immediately.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


JAMES K. TARPEY
________________________________

Hearing Commissioner
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