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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement, Findings, and Conclusions

1. On November 15, 2010, Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service or Applicant) filed an application requesting an order of the Commission to increase the Steam Cost Adjustment (SCA).  The proposed effective date is January 1, 2011.  Public Service requests that this application be approved without a formal hearing.
2. On December 3, 2010, Public Service filed a motion to amend its application to correct an error in paragraph 10 of its application that indicated natural gas was increasing rather than decreasing; a second error was discovered in its customer notice, Exhibit No. 3, identifying an overall decrease rather than an increase as well as the date stated for interested persons to submit written objections for notice of any hearing; a third error was identified in Applicant’s Exhibit No. 5 that included an incorrect dollar amount on page 2, line 12; and, lastly, Public Service’s Tariff Sheet No. 9C listed the incorrect indicators in the margin.  The effect of these corrections did not impact the proposed cost increase submitted in Public Service’s initial filing.
3. Public Service is an operating public utility subject to the jurisdiction of this Commission and is engaged, inter alia, in the generation, purchase, transmission, distribution, and sale of steam heat in downtown Denver, Colorado.

4. Public Service, by this application, requests authority to revise its SCA in accordance with Public Service’s P.U.C. No. 1- Steam Tariff.

5. The effect of this application, if approved, will be a net increase in the rate to all of Applicant’s steam customers of $0.677 per one thousand pounds.  The net effect of the revision requested herein on Public Service’s revenue will be an annual increase of $700,016 above the level of revenues yielded by the currently effective SCA based on test period sales volumes.  The resulting rate increase to Applicant’s average steam customer is 4.04 percent. 

6. The natural gas costs reflected in this filing are based on a projected natural gas cost of $4.8845 per Dekatherm as compared to $5.8932 contained in the current SCA, which was effective January 1, 2010.  

7. Public Service has mailed a notice to each affected customer as required in § 40-3-104(1)(c)(I)(B), C.R.S.  Thus, the Applicant has met its statutory notice obligation.  
8. The Commission posted a public notice of this application on its website on November 16, 2010.  No interventions opposing the application were filed.  We find that the application is uncontested.  The application will therefore be determined without a formal hearing, pursuant to § 40-6-109(5), C.R.S., and Rule 1403 of the Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723‑1. 

9. The application, as amended, contains all of the information required by the Commission Rules and is therefore deemed complete.

10. The Commission finds good cause to grant the application.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The application filed on November 15, 2010, and as amended on December 3, 2010, by Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service) requesting an order of the Commission to increase the Steam Cost Adjustment application is deemed complete.

2. The application by Public Service requesting an order of the Commission to increase the Steam Cost Adjustment application is granted.

3. Public Service is authorized to file, on not less than one day’s notice, the tariffs attached as Appendix A and made a part of this Order.  These tariffs shall be effective for actual steam sales on or after its effective date of January 1, 2011.  

4. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.
B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
December 21, 2010.
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