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I. BY THE COMMISSION
A. Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of an application for approval of an alternative form of notice and for waiver of response time (Application) filed by Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service or Company) on December 3, 2010.  The Company also requests that the Commission waive response time to the Application.

2. Public Service requests that the Commission approve an alternative form of notice pursuant to § 40-3-104(1)(c)(I)(D), C.R.S., that would apply to the Company’s Advice Letter No. 790-Gas.  Public Service states that the proposed tariff change grows out of the proceeding and orders issued in the Company’s most recent electric rate case, Docket No. 09AL-299E, in which the Company proposed an Environmental Matters tariff.  The proposed gas tariff is identical to the Environmental Matters tariff that the Company is also filing.  

3. The Company states that the tariff proposed with Advice Letter No. 790-Gas has been designed to address the reasonable concerns of the intervenors who opposed the Company’s initial proposal made in its electric rate case and to comport fully with the guidance provided by the Commission in Decision No. C10-0286, issued in Docket No. 09AL-299E on March 29, 2010.  

4. Now, being fully advised in the matter and consistent with the discussion below, we grant the Application, in part, and waive response time thereto.

B. Findings and Conclusions
5. The Application contains the information required by the applicable Commission Rules and is therefore deemed complete.

6. Public Service requests an authorization for an alternative form of notice of the proposed revisions to its Colorado P.U.C. No. 6-Gas tariff under § 40-3-104(1)(c)(I)(D), C.R.S.  Public Service seeks to provide notice by the filing of the changes with the Commission and keeping the same open for public inspection; by publication of a newspaper notice in The Denver Post, The Pueblo Chieftain, and The Fort Collins Coloradoan, newspapers of general circulation in the Company’s gas service territory for two consecutive Sundays; and by electronically serving Advice Letter No. 790-Gas upon all intervenors in the Company’s last gas rate case, Docket No. 06S-656G.  

7. Public Service states good cause exists for the alternative form of notice requested in the Application.  The proposed tariff is a modified form of a proposal that the Company made in Docket No. 09AL-299E, in which it provided notice by direct mail to all electric customers, most of whom are also its gas customers.  Public Service argues that its proposed form of notice will provide direct notice to all parties who intervened in Docket No. 09AL-299E, most of whom are also the Company’s gas customers, with the intention of addressing the issues raised by the Environmental Matters tariff.  Public Service argues the alternative form of notice will permit the Company to avoid substantial costs associated with bill inserts or mailing, yet provide direct notice to interested parties.

8. We find good cause to grant the Application, in part, and waive response time thereto.  We find that the alternative form of notice proposed by Public Service is generally reasonable with respect to the stakeholders and the general public.  We will also require the Company, to send electronically, the notice of Advice Letter No. 790-Gas to customers for whom it already has an e-mail address on file.  We will discuss the merits of Advice Letter No. 790-Gas at a future date. 

II. Order
A.  
The Commission Orders That:

1. The Application is deemed complete.

2. The Application for Commission Approval of an Alternative Form of Notice pursuant to § 40-3-104(1)(c)(I)(D), C.R.S., filed by Public Service Company of Colorado on December 3, 2010 is granted, in part, consistent with the discussion above.

3. Response time to the Application is waived.

4. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.
B. 
ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
 
December 8, 2010.
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