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TO THE PARTIES IN THIS MATTER AND ALL INTERESTED PERSONS, FIRMS, OR CORPORATIONS:

I. BY THE COMMISSION
A. Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of a Joint Motion for Shortened Notice Period filed on December 7, 2010 by Eastern Colorado Utility Company (Eastern) and Colorado Natural Gas, Inc. (CNG) (collectively, Joint Applicants).  The Joint Applicants request that the Commission shorten the notice period to the Joint Application to ten days.

2. The Joint Applicants argue good cause exists to shorten the notice period to the Joint Application requesting Commission approval of the transfer of stock and assets of Eastern to CNG.  The Joint Applicants state that the closing is anticipated to occur on or before January 31, 2011, which is of significant importance due to the financial and tax consequences involved in the transaction.  The Joint Applicants also contend that expediting Commission consideration of this transfer application will also benefit the customers who will be able to begin to be served by CNG and take advantage of proposed capital investment described by CNG in its testimony.  This capital investment, according to the Joint Applicants, will benefit customers by providing reinforcement for the existing system in such a way as to avoid potential loss of service during winter months.  

3. This Joint Application mentioned above is available for public inspection at the Commission office located at 1560 Broadway, Suite 250, Denver, Colorado 80202, between 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., excluding weekends and state holidays.  This Order is the notice that the Joint Application has been filed.  
4. Being fully advised in the matter, we grant the Joint Motion and waive response time thereto.  We will shorten the notice period to December 20, 2010.
  

II. Order
A.  
The Commission Orders That:

1. The Motion for Shortened Notice Period (Motion) filed on December 7, 2010 by Eastern Colorado Utility Company and Colorado Natural Gas, Inc. (Joint Applicants) is granted.  The notice period for this Application shall extend through and including December 20, 2010.
2. Any person desiring to intervene or participate as a party in this proceeding, including Staff of the Commission, shall file his or her petition for leave to intervene, or under the Commission's Rules of Practice and Procedure, file other appropriate pleadings to become a party, by December 20, 2010.  Alternatively, persons who do not wish to intervene or become a party, but desire to file comments, may send written comments addressed to the Public Utilities Commission, 1560 Broadway, Suite 250, Denver, Colorado 80202.  All persons who file an objection, notice of intervention as of right, motion to permissively intervene, or any other appropriate pleading shall do so in accordance with the instructions set forth in the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure and this Order.

3. The Commission may consider the Application without a hearing if no notice of intervention as of right or motion to permissively intervene is timely filed, or no notice of intervention as of right or motion to permissively intervene requests a hearing or contests or opposes the Application.

4. If a hearing is required in this matter, the Commission will notify the parties of the hearing date, time, and location.  The Joint Applicants must appear at the hearing, if one is set, and present evidence in support of their application.  Other parties may appear and present evidence in support of their position.

5. If a party does not meet the requirements of this Order, the Commission may dismiss or strike the application or intervention upon motion filed by any other party, or upon the Commission’s own motion, unless good cause for failure to meet the requirements is shown.

6. Response time to the Motion is waived.

7. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.
B. 
ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
 
December 8, 2010.
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MATT BAKER
________________________________
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� Ten days from the date of this Order does not fall on a weekday.  December 20, 2010 is the first business day after the requested shortened notice period.
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