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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement, Discussion, and Conclusion

1. This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of the Joint Motion for Expedited Approval of Recommended Decision (Joint Motion) filed on November 24, 2010.  All parties to this proceeding (SourceGas Distribution LLC (SourceGas), Trial Staff of Commission, the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel, A M Transfer Corp., Mr. Barton J. Levin, and the Town of Telluride) joined in the Joint Motion.

2. The Joint Motion was filed in response to the issuance of Decision No. R10-1268, which decision was issued earlier in the day on November 24, 2010.  By Decision No. R10‑1268, an administrative law judge for the Commission approved the parties’ settlement agreement without modification.  The settlement agreement resolved all issues in this rate case proceeding, resulting in a non-gas base rate revenue increase of $2,814,365.  Decision No. R10‑1268 also adopted the parties’ request that the tariffs containing new rate adjustments be filed to become effective on December 1, 2010.  The settlement agreement was supported by all parties to this matter.

3. A recommended decision issued under § 40-6-109(2), C.R.S., becomes an effective decision of the Commission after the 20-day period for filing exceptions has passed.

4. SourceGas, with the support of all other parties, seeks by the Joint Motion to implement the settled and approved rate increase on December 1, 2010, consistent with the terms of the Settlement Agreement, rather than some time shortly after the effective date of Decision No. R10-1268.  To accomplish this result, SourceGas requests the Commission adopt Decision No. R10-1268 on or before November 29, 2010.  Finally, according to the Joint Motion, all parties have waived their right to file exceptions to Decision No. R10-1268.

5. Because all parties to this proceeding have signed onto the Joint Motion, good cause exists to waive response time.

6. The Commission finds nothing in § 40-6-109(2), C.R.S., or elsewhere in the Public Utilities Law, that would prohibit us from adopting a recommended decision during the 20-day period in which exceptions may be filed so long as all parties to the proceeding have waived their right to file exceptions.  Further, the Commissions finds that expediting the Commission’s adoption of Decision No. R10-1268 best carries out the intent of the parties’ settlement agreement.

7. We have addressed this matter at our earliest opportunity.  As we were unable to address this matter on or before November 29, 2010, we will grant, in part, the parties’ Joint Motion.

II. order

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. Response time to the Joint Motion for Expedited Approval of Recommended Decision is waived.

2. The Joint Motion for Expedited Approval of Recommended Decision filed jointly by SourceGas Distribution LLC, Trial Staff of Commission, the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel, A M Transfer Corp., Mr. Barton J. Levin, and the Town of Telluride on November 24, 2010, is granted, in part.

3. Decision No. R10-1268 is adopted, without modification, as a decision of the Commission.

4. Upon the issuance of this Decision, SourceGas Distribution LLC has the authority to file, on not less than one day’s notice to the Commission, tariffs consistent with the terms of the Settlement Agreement, Decision No. R10-1268 and this Order.  The tariff sheets shall reference this Decision as their authority and contain an effective date no earlier than December 3, 2010.

5. The 20-day time period provided by § 40-6-114(1), C.R.S., to file an application for rehearing, reargument, or reconsideration shall begin on the first day after the effective date of this Order.

6. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
December 1, 2010.
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