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IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF ATMOS ENERGY CORPORATION FOR A CERTIFICATE OF PUBLIC CONVENIENCE AND NECESSITY FOR FACILITIES NECESSARY TO IMPLEMENT ADVANCED METERING INFRASTRUCTURE PILOT PROGRAM IN DESIGNATED AREAS WITHIN GREELEY, COLORADO AND FOR APPROVAL OF AN ADVANCED METERING INFRASTRUCTURE SURCHARGE.
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Adopted Date:  October 6, 2010

I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement, Findings, and Conclusions

1. This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of a Motion for Extension of Time to File Advanced Metering Infrastructure Rate Schedule and Request for Waiver of Response Time, filed by Atmos Energy Corporation (Atmos) on September 28, 2010.

2. In Decision No. C10-0472, effective May 14, 2010, we approved Atmos’s request to construct and operate facilities necessary to implement an Advanced Metering Infrastructure (AMI) pilot program, including implementation of the AMI Metering Infrastructure Surcharge, in and around the environs of Greeley, Colorado.

3. As a result of Decision No. C10-0472, Atmos filed Advice Letter No. 474-Amended, which advice letter was allowed to go into effect by operation law.  Among other things, Colo. P.U.C. No. 7 – Gas, Second Revised Sheet No. 30 contained within Advice Letter No. 474-Amended committed Atmos to file financial schedules related to its AMI as follows:

[N]o later than October 1 of each year, Atmos will file financial AMI rate schedules that will include the formula for recovery of Atmos’s actual fixed cost investment, net of projected AMI-related Operating & Maintenance costs and AMI-related operating Expense Savings.

4. Atmos originally estimated that the installation of the equipment necessary to implement its AMI pilot program would be complete by September, 2010.  Atmos states that a small percentage of meters have not yet been installed.  As a result of the delay in the installation process for these meters, the total fixed cost investment necessary to accurately develop the rate schedules is not yet finalized.  Atmos requests a one-month extension through November 1, 2010, to file the rate schedules described in its tariff.  Atmos also seeks a waiver of response time to the motion as there is insufficient time to respond in advance of the October 1, 2010 deadline.

5. The Commission will grant Atmos’s Motion.  We agree that up to and including November 1, 2010 is an acceptable deadline for the filing of the AMI rate schedules.  We also agree to waive the response time to this motion.
II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. Response time to Atmos Energy Corporation’s Motion for Extension of Time to File Advanced Metering Infrastructure Rate Schedule is waived.

2. Atmos Energy Corporation’s Motion for Extension of Time to File Advanced Metering Infrastructure Rate Schedule is granted.

3. Atmos Energy Corporation shall file the Advanced Metering Infrastructure rate schedules no later than November 1, 2010.

4. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
October 6, 2010.
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