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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. On July 30, 2010, Western Wireless Holding Co., Inc. (Western Wireless) filed an application to relinquish its eligible telecommunication carrier (ETC) and eligible provider (EP) designations in Colorado pursuant to 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723‑1‑1303, 4 CCR 723‑2‑2002(a)(XII), 4 CCR 723‑2‑2188, 47 U.S.C. § 214(e)(4), and 47 Code of Federal Regulations § 54.205.  Western Wireless’s s ETC and EP designations were granted in Docket Nos. 00A‑171T and 00A‑174T, and were consolidated as Docket No. 00K‑255T.

2. In addition, Western Wireless requests that its pending ETC designation applications filed in Docket Nos. 03A-061T and 04A-018T be dismissed and closed.

3. The Commission noticed this application to all interested persons, firms, and corporations pursuant to § 40-6-108(2), C.R.S., on August 3, 2010.

4. No petition to intervene or otherwise participate in this proceeding has been filed.  This proceeding is uncontested.  Under § 40-6-109(5), C.R.S., this matter may be determined without a hearing.

B. Findings of Fact and Conclusions

5. The Commission designated Western Wireless, a commercial mobile radio service provider, as an ETC and EP pursuant to several orders of this Commission throughout rural and non-rural service areas.  See Decision Nos. R01-0019, C01-0476, C01-0629 and C03-0975 issued in Docket No. 00K-255T; Decision Nos. C04-0545 and C04-0787 in Docket No. 03A‑061T; and Decision Nos. R04-1446 and C05-0355 in Docket No. 04A-018T.

6. In 2005, Western Wireless was acquired by and became a subsidiary of Alltel Corporation (Alltel).

7. In 2008, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) authorized Verizon Wireless to acquire Alltel, but required Verizon Wireless to divest (sell) all Western Wireless customers, the network serving those customers and certain other assets located in a portion of the ETC designated area that were acquired from Alltel.

8. In 2009, Alltel and its subsidiaries, including Western Wireless, were acquired by and became subsidiaries of Cellco Partnership, doing business as Verizon Wireless.  Western Wireless is now a subsidiary of and doing business as Verizon Wireless.

9. On June 22, 2010, Verizon Wireless transferred the customers, the network serving those customers, and certain other assets associated with the divested area to AT&T Mobility, LLC (AT&T Wireless).

10. Neither the ETC nor the EP designation was transferred to AT&T Wireless.

11. Western Wireless states that, as of June 30, 2010, it had one Lifeline and three Basic Universal Service (BUS) customers in the area Verizon Wireless was not required by the FCC to divest as a result of the Verizon Wireless acquisition of Alltel.  Western Wireless’s application includes a copy of the Notice of Termination of Lifeline Service Discounts and Basic Universal Service.

12. Once the application is granted, Western Wireless/Verizon Wireless states it will send notice to its Lifeline and BUS customers giving 60 days’ notice that Verizon Wireless will cease to provide Lifeline discounts and the BUS offering.  The notice further provides that, if the customer transitions to another carrier of its choice, the customer will not incur early termination charges.  The Commission finds this notice to be acceptable.

13. The requirement of Rule 4 CCR 723-2-2188(c) that the Commission establish a time for a remaining ETC or EP provider (Qwest Corporation and other wireless ETCs or EPs) within which to purchase or construct adequate facilities in order to serve all customers of Western Wireless/Verizon Wireless is not applicable in this case.  Western Wireless/Verizon Wireless will continue to provide service within its area and AT&T Wireless will continue to provide service within its area following the relinquishment.

14. We find that granting the application of Western Wireless is in the public interest and will have no adverse affects as Western Wireless/Verizon Wireless will continue to provide service in Colorado.  Therefore, we grant Western Wireless’s application to relinquish its designation as an ETC and EP pursuant to 4 CCR 723-2-2188.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The application to relinquish eligible telecommunication carrier and eligible provider designations filed by Applicant Western Wireless Holding Co., Inc. on July 30, 2010 is deemed complete and granted.

2. Western Wireless Holding Co., Inc. is permitted to relinquish its designation as an Eligible Telecommunications Carrier and as an Eligible Provider.

3. As specified in the application, Applicant shall provide notice to its one Lifeline and three Basic Universal Service (BUS) customers giving 60 days’ notice that Western Wireless/Verizon Wireless will cease to provide Lifeline discounts and the BUS offering.

4. Within ten days of providing the notice described in Ordering Paragraph No. 3, Applicant shall file an affidavit in this Docket No. 10A-540T stating that the notices described in Ordering Paragraph No. 3 have been provided.

5. Docket Nos. 03A-061T and 04A-018T are dismissed and closed.

6. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN Commissioners’ WEEKLY MEETING 
September 29, 2010.
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� See Application of Cellco Partnership d/b/a Verizon Wireless and Atlantis Holdings LLC for Consent to Transfer Control of Licenses, Authorizations, and Spectrum Manager and de Facto Transfer of Leasing Arrangements, WT Docket No. 08-95, Memorandum Opinion and Order and Declaratory Ruling, 23 FCC Rcd 17444 (2008).


� Universal Service Administrative Company assigned study area code no. 469007.


� The Universal Service Administrative Company assigned study area code no. 469003 applies to the portion of the ETC designated area that Verizon Wireless was not required to divest.
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