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I. By the Commission

A. Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of a verified application filed on August 30, 2010 by Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service or Company).  By its application, Public Service requests an extension of time for the partial decoupling rate adjustment (PDRA) mechanism and to revise the current decoupling rate adjustment factor.  The Company also requests an order authorizing it to file Tariff Sheet Nos. 51 and 51B so that it may place its proposed tariff into effect on October 1, 2010.

2.
The Commission approved the PDRA mechanism for a three-year pilot period.  See Decision No. C07-0568, Docket No. 06S-656G.  By its verified application, Public Service requests an extension of the PDRA for an additional 12 months or until the time that the Commission issues its final order in the 2010 natural gas rate case proceeding that the Company has committed to file by December 31, 2010.  Public Service therefore requests an authorization to revise Sheet No. 51 of its Colorado P.U.C. No. 6-Gas Tariff such that it reflects an end-date for the PDRA pilot of October 1, 2012 as opposed to October 1, 2011.  The Company proposes that this revision becomes effective October 1, 2010.


3
Public Service completed its analysis based on the calculation method set forth in the PDRA tariff.  This analysis reflects the changes in weather-normalized use per customer on the revenues for the period from July 1, 2009 through June 30, 2010.  The Company proposes to implement a PDRA factor of $0.00 per therm to take effect October 1, 2010.  The PDRA Factor that is currently in effect is also $0.00 per therm, so the numerical value of the PDRA factor will not change as a result.  The new PDRA factor will not result in any increase or decrease in rates for the period October 1, 2010 through September 30, 2011.  The proposed revision to the tariff sheet simply changes the date of the period during which the PDRA will remain in effect.   There will be no change to the Company's annual revenue or to residential customers' monthly bills as a result of this action.
4.
The Commission granted Public Service’s application for an alternative form of notice and shortened the intervention period for all parties, including Staff of the Commission (Staff) to September 15, 2010.  See Decision No. C10-0988, mailed September 8, 2010.  
5.
On September 16, 2010, Staff filed a notice of intervention as of right as well as a motion for leave to intervene out of time.  In its notice of intervention, Staff stated that it would raise the following issues: (1) whether there is reasonable justification for the extension of the PDRA for 12 months, or until such time the Commission has issued a final order in the next rate case; and (2) whether the requested extension is necessary given that Public Service is required to initiate a gas rate case no later than December 31, 2010.  Staff requested a hearing in its notice of intervention.  In its motion for leave to intervene out of time, Staff states that it was initially unaware of the shortened intervention period and did not submit a request for counsel until September 16, 2010.

B.
Findings
6. 
We find that Staff did not state good cause in its motion for leave to intervene out of time.  We also note that the instant application, if granted, would not change Public Service’s annual revenues or customer rates.  Finally, Staff will have an opportunity to address the issues related to decoupling in the Company’s upcoming natural gas rate proceeding and it would be more administratively efficient to address those issues there.  We therefore deny the motion for leave to intervene out of time.

7.
Public Service committed to file a natural gas rate case by December 31, 2010.  In addition, the new PDRA factor would not result in any increase or decrease in rates for the period from October 1, 2010 through September 30, 2011. The proposed revision only changes the dates of the period during which the PDRA will remain in effect.  We find that the application is little more than a request to keep the current framework in place pending the outcome of the natural gas rate case.  We find good cause to grant the application.

II.
ORDER
A.
The Commission Orders That:

1. The motion for leave to intervene out of time filed by Staff of the Public Utilities Commission on September 16, 2010 is denied.  

2. The verified application filed by Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service) on August 30, 2010 for an extension of its Partial Decoupling Rate Adjustment (PDRA) pilot and to revise the current PDRA adjustment factor is granted. 
3. Public Service is authorized to file Tariff Sheet Nos. 51 and 51B to place extended PDRA and revised PDRA factor into effect on October 1, 2010.

4. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS' WEEKLY MEETING
September 22, 2010.
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