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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. On August 10, 2010, Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service or the Company) filed an application seeking Commission approval of several items related to its pursuit of energy efficiency and demand response resources under §§ 40-3.2-103 and 40-3.2-104, C.R.S.  The application was accompanied by pre-filed Direct Testimony and Exhibits.

2. The Commission established electric energy savings and demand reduction goals for Public Service in Docket No. 07A-420E for the period 2009 to 2010.  In that proceeding, the Commission also approved a cost recovery mechanism for electric Demand-Side Management (DSM) expenditures and a financial incentive mechanism for achieved energy savings as compared to the established goals.  These mechanisms were incorporated within the Company’s revised electric Demand-Side Management Cost Adjustment (DSMCA) tariff.  

3. Similarly, the Commission established gas savings goals for 2009 and 2010 in Docket No. 08A-366EG.  We also approved a revised DSMCA tariff for gas DSM programs in that proceeding.

4. In the application filed on August 10, 2010, Public Service specifically seeks Commission approval of the following:

· Modestly increased electric energy savings goals under § 40-3.2-104, C.R.S.;

· A new financial incentive mechanism for electric demand-side management (DSM) efforts;

· A new financial incentive mechanism for the Company’s Interruptible Service Option Credit (ISOC) program;

· A modified electric DSMCA tariff;

· An increased non-energy benefit adder for low-income DSM programs (electric and gas);

· Changes in the way the Company may administer revisions to an approved DSM plan, primarily involving the process by which programs are added, eliminated, or modified; 

· Claims on savings from “behavioral change” or “market transformation” programs; and
· Claims on savings from certain energy efficiency projects that are implemented outside of full DSM program participation.

5. Public Service also seeks guidance from the Commission on how the Company should approach natural gas DSM programs given the relatively low prices for natural gas supplies in today’s market.

6. The Commission approved an alternative form of notice for the application by Decision No. C10-0906, mailed on August 18, 2010.

7. The Commission issued a Notice of Application Filed on August 11, 2010 establishing an intervention period through September 10, 2010.  

8. The Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel (OCC) timely intervened by right.  The OCC requests that the Commission set the application for hearing.

9. Petitions to intervene were timely filed by:  the City of Boulder (Boulder); Concord Energy, LLC (Concord).; Black Hills/Colorado Electric Utility Company LP and Black Hills/Colorado Gas Utility Company, LP (Black Hills); Western Resource Advocates (WRA); the Energy Efficiency Business Coalition (EEBC); Noble Energy, Inc. (Noble), Chesapeake Energy Corporation (Chesapeake), and EnCana Oil & Gas (USA) (EnCana); Colorado Energy Consumers Group (CEC); Energy Outreach Colorado (EOC); the Southwest Energy Efficiency Project (SWEEP); Wal-Mart Stores, Inc. and Sam's West, Inc. (Wal-Mart); and Climax Molybdenum Company (Climax) and CF&I Steel, L.P. (CF&I).

10. On September 13, 2010, the Governors’ Energy Office (GEO) filed a petition to late intervene. 
11. Holly Rachel Smith, Esq., an attorney representing Wal-Mart, filed a motion to appear pro hoc vice on September 10, 2010.

B. Findings

12. We have considered Public Service’s electric and gas DSM efforts in at least two dockets since we issued Decision No. C08-0560 in Docket No. 07A-420E, including Docket No. 07A-447E concerning the Company’s 2007 Electric Resource Plan and Docket No. 08A-366EG concerning Public Service’s 2009-2010 DSM Biennial Plan Electric and Gas.  Public Service’s proposed DSM programs for 2011 are currently under review in Docket No. 10A-471EG.  By Decision No. C10-0585, the Commission reopened Docket No. 07A-420E to consider the Company’s request to modify the cap established for the financial incentive for achieved electric savings in 2010.

13. Because the Commission has a continuing interest in the Company’s DSM programs, we find that an evidentiary hearing may be necessary to address the merits of the application.  Therefore, the Commission will hear this matter en banc.  

14. We will deem the application complete on its auto-deem date of September 27, 2010.

15. We find good cause to grant the interventions discussed above.  Therefore, OCC, GEO, Boulder, Concord, Black Hills, WRA, EEBC, Noble, Chesapeake, EnCana, CEC, EOC, SWEEP, Wal-Mart, Climax, and CF&I will be intervening parties in this proceeding.

16. The motion to appear pro hoc vice filed by Holly Rachel Smith, Esq., will also be granted.

17. Given the Commission’s full calendar over the next several months, we anticipate that hearings will be held in early to mid-February 2011 in order to accommodate a 210-day deadline for Commission action on filed applications.

18. We shall hold a prehearing conference on October 12, 2010.   Public Service shall be directed to work the intervening parties prior to this prehearing conference in order to develop a mutually agreeable procedural schedule as well as procedures for discovery.  Public Service shall present these proposals for our consideration at the prehearing conference. In the event that no agreement is reached regarding a procedural schedule and discovery procedures, the parties should be prepared to discuss these matters at the pre-hearing conference.  

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The application filed by Public Service Company of Colorado on August 10, 2010 will be deemed complete as of its auto-deem date of September 27, 2010.

2. The Commission will hear this case en banc.

3. The Commission notes the timely interventions by right by the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel.

4. The Commission grants the petition for late intervention filed by the Governors’ Energy Office.

5. The petitions to intervene filed by the City of Boulder; Concord Energy, LLC; Black Hills/Colorado Electric Utility Company LP and Black Hills/Colorado Gas Utility Company, LP; Western Resource Advocates; the Energy Efficiency Business Coalition; Noble Energy, Inc., Chesapeake Energy Corporation, and EnCana Oil & Gas (USA); Colorado Energy Consumers Group; Energy Outreach Colorado; the Southwest Energy Efficiency Project; Wal-Mart Stores, Inc. and Sam's West, Inc.; and Climax Molybdenum Company and CF&I Steel, L.P. are granted.

6. The motion to appear pro hoc vice filed by Holly Rachel Smith is granted.

7. A prehearing conference shall be conducted at the following date, time, and place:

DATE:
October 12, 2010
TIME:
10:00 a.m.

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room

1560 Broadway, Suite 250

Denver, Colorado 80202

8. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING 
September 15, 2010.

	(S E A L)

[image: image1.png]



ATTEST: A TRUE COPY


[image: image2.wmf] 

 

 


Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


JAMES K. TARPEY
________________________________



MATT BAKER
________________________________

Commissioners
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