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I. BY THE COMMISSION
A. Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of an Application for Commission Approval of an Alternative Form of Notice filed on August 30, 2010 by Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service or Company).  Public Service further requests that the Commission waive response time to the Application for an alternative form of notice.  Public Service also proposes to file its application for an authorization for extension of time for its pilot partial decoupling rate adjustment (PDRA) and to revise the PDRA factor on not less-than-statutory notice (LSN).  Finally, Public Service requests a shortened intervention period in this matter.

2. In this proceeding, Public Service requests that the Commission extend the PDRA pilot for 12 months, or until such time as the Commission has issued a final order in its gas rate case that it has committed to file by December 31, 2010.  Public Service points out that the Commission, in the Company’s last gas rate case, approved the PDRA factor for the three-year term from October 2008 through October 2011.  Public Service seeks to extend the term of the PDRA for one additional year.  In addition, Public Service requests an authorization to continue in effect its current PDRA factor.  Public Service proposes for the above revisions to become effective on October 1, 2010.

3. In its application, Public Service states it is required to file annually, on or before September 15th of each year through September 15, 2010, an application on LSN to implement a revised PDRA factor that will become effective on the following October 1.  However, in the instant docket, Public Service is requesting approval of two separate actions: (1) to extend the term of the PDRA for one year; and (2) to revise the PDRA factor.   The Company explains that it has filed such an application not on an LSN basis because of this expanded scope.  We agree with the Company that the instant application should not be filed on a LSN basis.  However, the tariff sheets referenced by Public Service do not require these annual applications to revise the PDRA factor to be made on an LSN basis and therefore no waiver is necessary.

4. Public Service requests that the Commission approve an alternative form of notice pursuant to § 40-3-104(1)(c)(I)(D), C.R.S., that will apply to its Application for approval: (1) to extend the term of the PDRA for one year; and (2) to revise the PDRA factor. The Company seeks to publish a legal notice and to notice all parties to its most recent Phase I gas rate case, Docket No. 06S-656G via U.S. mail, but not issue a press release. Public Service believes this proposal is adequate due to the fact that no rate change is being proposed in this application (it proposes that the numerical value of the PDRA factor will not change and that the new factor will not be collecting any increase or decrease in rates from October 1, 2010 through September 30, 2011).  Public Service concludes that good cause exists for the alternative form of notice requested by the Application.

5. The Application contains the information required by the applicable Commission Rules and is therefore deemed complete.

6. We find good cause to grant the Application and waive response time thereto.  We find that the alternative form of notice proposed by Public Service is reasonable with respect to the stakeholders and the general public.  

7. Finally, Public Service requests a shortened intervention period to its Application so that the PDRA tariff can become effective on October 1, 2010.  We find good cause to shorten the intervention period to one week within the effective date of this order.

II. Order
A.  
The Commission Orders That:

1. The Application for alternative form of notice is deemed complete.

2. The Application for Commission Approval of an Alternative Form of Notice Pursuant to § 40-3-104(1)(c)(I)(D), C.R.S., filed by Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service or Applicant) on August 30, 2010 is granted consistent with the discussion above.

3. Response time to the Application for alternative form of notice is waived.

4. The request filed by Public Service for shortened intervention period is granted.  

5. Any person desiring to intervene or participate as a party in this proceeding, including Staff of the Commission shall file a petition for leave to intervene on or before September 15, 2010.  All persons who file an objection, notice of intervention as of right, motion to permissively intervene, or any other appropriate pleading shall do so in accordance with the instructions set forth in the Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-1 and this Order.

6. Alternatively, persons who do not wish to intervene or become a party, but desire to file comments, may send written comments addressed to the Public Utilities Commission, 1560 Broadway, Suite 250, Denver, Colorado 80202.

7. At the time of this Order establishing notice, the Commission has not yet deemed this Application: (1) to extend the term of the partial decoupling rate adjustment (PDRA) for one year; and (2) to revise the PDRA factor to be complete pursuant to § 40-6-109.5, C.R.S.

8. The Commission may consider the Application without a formal hearing if no notice of intervention as of right or motion to permissively intervene is timely filed, or no notice of intervention as of right or motion to permissively intervene requests a hearing or contests or opposes the Application.

9. If a hearing is required in this matter, the Commission will notify the parties of the hearing date, time, and location.  The Applicant must appear at the hearing, if one is set, and present evidence in support of its Application.  Other parties may appear and present evidence in support of their position.

10. If a party does not meet the requirements of this Order and the Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 CCR 723-1, the Commission may dismiss or strike the intervention upon motion filed by any other party, or upon the Commission’s own motion, unless good cause for failure to meet the requirements is shown.
11. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. 
ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
 
September 8, 2010.
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