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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission to open a miscellaneous docket on our own motion to establish a Telecom Advisory Group (TAG).  The TAG will consist of a broad cross section of telecommunications stakeholders whose role will be to study and inform the Commission on technological and marketplace advancements in telecommunications.  This information will aid the Commission in determining the policies necessary to meet its statutory role of promoting a competitive telecommunications marketplace while protecting and maintaining the wide availability of high-quality telecommunications services.  

2. The Commission recognizes that today’s telecommunications carriers often have a national presence and offer a broad range of services.  These include packages and bundles spanning intrastate and interstate landline and wireless phone service, data service, and television service, using an array of old and new delivery technologies.  Similar to the view taken in many components of the Federal Communications Commission’s National Broadband Plan, the Commission believes that it is necessary to determine the appropriate policies to meet the changing telecom environment.  The TAG discussions can assist the Commission in developing those policies.

3. Therefore, the Commission finds that it is appropriate to initiate a miscellaneous docket to convene advisory group meetings and to receive information from stakeholders and interested persons, to issue reports, and to draw conclusions about desirable changes to existing regulatory practice or existing telecommunications law.

4. This docket shall constitute the repository for any such written material, as well as any written material exchanged at an ex parte presentation pursuant to the Permit-but-Disclose process adopted below.  As this docket is a non-adjudicatory repository proceeding and because there are no parties to this proceeding, service upon other participants is not necessary.  Persons making submissions to this matter are encouraged to use the Commission’s E-Filings System to the extent possible; otherwise, if paper copy filings are made, the filing should conform with Rule 1204(a)(II)(C) of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1, or to the Permit-but-Disclose paper copy filing process described below.

5. The TAG shall consist of up to 20 members representing incumbent and competitive wireline and wireless providers from rural and urban areas, cable-telephony providers, public safety, the Office of Consumer Counsel, consumer organizations, local government, the Governor’s Office of Information Technology, and others. 

6. Chairman Ron Binz is designated as Hearing Commissioner for this matter.  Chairman Binz anticipates contacting individual representatives of the various groups identified above during the two weeks following the effective date of this Order for the purpose of inviting them to become a member of the TAG.

7. Chairman Binz will convene meetings of the TAG and keep the Commission informed of the TAG’s progress.  The meetings will be open to the public and notice of the meetings will be set forth in orders of the Commission.

8. The TAG shall conduct its initial organizing meeting on Wednesday, September 1, 2010.  At this meeting the objectives, guidelines, proposed topics, and timelines for the group will be established.  Future meetings will be noticed in future Commission orders.
B. The Permit-but-Disclose Process
9. The Commission’s Permit-but-Disclose process, described below, shall apply in this docket.

10. During the 2008 legislative session, the General Assembly passed, and the Governor signed, House Bill 08-1227 (HB 08-1227).  HB 08-1227, among other things, modified the requirements applicable to the Commission concerning ex parte contacts with interested persons in non-adjudicatory proceedings.  In a recent rulemaking docket, the Commission modified its Rules of Practice and Procedure to conform to the new statute.  See Decision No. R08-1297, Docket No. 08R-459ALL, mailed December 19, 2008.  

11. As of the mailed date of this Order, any person may make an ex parte presentation to a Commissioner in a meeting that may include Commission Staff.  Any such ex parte contacts must relate to matters being reviewed in this docket and cannot concern any matter pending before the Commission in any other docket. 

12. Within two business days following a permitted ex parte presentation, the person requesting the meeting shall file with the Commission in this docket, a letter disclosing the contact.  The disclosure letter shall state the time, date, and place of the meeting, list the individuals attending, and shall contain a summary description of the presentation, and a statement that the subject matter of the communication did not relate to any pending adjudicatory proceeding before the Commission.  If any materials were provided to the Commissioner during the meeting, those shall be identified in the letter and attached.  For filing purposes, the submission should be made through the E-Filings System if possible; if not and the submission is made using the paper copy filing method, the disclosure and any attachments shall include an original and three copies.  The disclosure letter and any other material must provide other interested persons with sufficient information to allow them to decide whether they wish to hold ex parte meetings to share their views on the subject.  Persons should not simply file a disclosure that indicates they discussed this docket, but should also include the specific topics covered. 

13. The disclosure letter and any attached materials will become part of the official record in this case.  Further, if the paper copy method of filing is used, the disclosure letter and other provided material will be promptly scanned and posted to the Commission’s website in connection with other documents and orders in this docket.  Any materials asserted to be confidential will be treated in the same manner as confidential material provided in comments in a rulemaking. 

14. The Commissioners will attempt to accommodate all reasonable requests for ex parte meetings, subject to the schedule and availability of each Commissioner.  We may give preference in scheduling to a person that has not made a prior ex parte presentation in this docket, in contrast to a person wishing to make an additional presentation.  Finally, we note that there is no requirement that a person make the same presentation to each of the three Commissioners.  In other words, persons may elect to meet (in separate meetings) with one, two, or all three Commissioners.  However, in such situations, copies of all the presentations, with letter(s) disclosing the separate contacts and presentations, must be filed with the Commission in this docket.

15. To schedule an ex parte presentation with a Commissioner, the interested person should contact Ms. Donna Acierno, Executive Assistant to the Commissioners.  When contacting Ms. Acierno, the interested person should identify that the presentation is associated with this matter.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. A Telecom Advisory Group is created and a miscellaneous docket is opened to inform the Commission regarding advancements in telecom technology and markets and to examine existing law and regulatory policies in light of the telecom advancements.

2. This non-adjudicatory docket serves as a repository for information concerning its subject matter.  Filings and submissions by persons participating in this matter shall be made in accordance with the above discussion.

3. The Commission adopts the Permit-but-Disclose Process set forth above.

4. Chairman Ron Binz will be the Hearing Commissioner presiding over this matter.

5. An initial meeting of the Telecom Advisory Group is scheduled for:

DATE:

September 1, 2010 

TIME:

2:00 p.m.

PLACE:
Public Utilities Commission
Hearing Room A
1560 Broadway
Denver, Colorado 80202
6. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
August 18, 2010.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


RONALD J. BINZ
_______________________________


JAMES K. TARPEY
_______________________________


MATT BAKER
_______________________________
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