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I. BY THE COMMISSION
A. Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of an Application for Commission Approval of an Alternative Form of Notice (Application) filed on August 13, 2010 by Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service or Company).  Public Service further requests that the Commission waive response time to the Application.

2. Public Service requests that the Commission approve an alternative form of notice pursuant to § 40-3-104(1)(c)(I)(D), C.R.S., that will apply to its proposal to create an emissions reduction adjustment (ERA) to become effective on January 1, 2011.  Public Service filed its Clean Air-Clean Jobs Act Emissions Reduction Plan (Plan) and its direct testimony and exhibits in support of the Plan contemporaneously with this Application.  Public Service proposed the ERA to timely recover the costs of the Plan.

3. Now, being fully advised in the matter and consistent with the discussion below, we grant the Application and waive response time thereto.

B. Findings and Conclusions
4. The Application contains the information required by the applicable Commission Rules and is therefore deemed complete.

5. Public Service requests an authorization for an alternative form of notice that will apply to its proposal to create the ERA pursuant to § 40-3-104(1)(c)(I)(D), C.R.S.  Public Service seeks to provide notice by the filing of the proposed emissions reduction plan, direct testimony, and exhibits, which include a description of the proposed formula rate and the proposed tariff sheets with the Commission and keeping the same open for public inspection; by publication of a notice attached to the Application in The Denver Post; by posting all of these materials (except for those designated confidential and highly confidential) on the Company’s website; by providing a press release to the local media; and by serving all parties to this docket with a copy of the Company’s formula rate proposal.  The notice that Public Service proposes to publish in The Denver Post states that any party desiring to intervene in this docket or file a written objection to the proposed action must do so on or before August 25, 2010.  

6. Public Service states that the proposed forms of notice will provide direct notice to all parties in this docket.  The newspaper notice, the press release, and the Company’s web-site postings should provide sufficient information to the general public.  In addition, this docket has an expedited timeline set by statute.  Public Service concludes that good cause exists for the alternative form of notice requested by the Application.

7. We find good cause to grant the Application, in part, and waive response time thereto.  We find that the alternative form of notice proposed by Public Service is reasonable with respect to the parties and the general public due to the expedited timeline set by statute.  However, we will strike from the proposed notice the reference to August 25, 2010 as the deadline by which persons that desire to file a written objection to the proposed action must do so.  Specifically, we will strike the words “on or before August 25, 2010” from the first sentence of the penultimate paragraph on the second page of the notice.  We will not set a deadline by which it will receive public comments.  

II. Order
A.  
The Commission Orders That:

1. The Application is deemed complete.

2. The Application for Commission Approval of an Alternative Form of Notice pursuant to § 40-3-104(1)(c)(I)(D), C.R.S., filed by Public Service Company of Colorado on August 13, 2010 is granted, in part, consistent with the discussion above.

3. Response time to the Application is waived.

4. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. 
ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
 
August 18, 2010.
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