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In the matter of the application of EASTERN colorado utility company for an order approving tariff sheets implementing a revised demand side management cost adjustment (DSMCA) to be effective July 1, 2010 on less than statutory notice.
ORDER GRANTING: (1) A 60-DAY DELAY IN COMMISSION CONSIDERATION OF THIS
MATTER; (2) A Waiver of rule 4752;
AND (3) A WAIVER OF RESPONSE TIME
Mailed Date:  August 3, 2010
Adopted Date: June 30, 2010

I. BY THE COMMISSION
A. Statement, Findings, and Conclusions

1. On June 4, 2010, Eastern Colorado Utility Company (Eastern or Company) filed an application for Commission approval of Eastern’s revised annual Gas Demand Side Management Cost Adjustment (G-DSMCA) to take effect on July 1, 2010 for a period of 12 months, on less-than-statutory notice (Application).  
2. During Commission Staff’s (Staff) review of Eastern’s G-DSMCA filing and work papers, several sets of audit requests were propounded by Staff to Eastern seeking answers to various questions and clarification of the G-DSMCA filing.
3. The audit questions led to discussions directly between Eastern and Staff.  During the discussions, Eastern expressed difficulty in meeting the statutory cost effective requirement (that the total resource cost, TRC, be greater than one).  Eastern indicated that the expenses associated with developing and implementing a natural gas demand side management plan are considerable when viewed in conjunction with its modest customer base of approximately 3,800 customers.
4. As a result of these discussions, it was suggested that Eastern may wish to request a delay in Commission consideration of the G-DSMCA filing in order to enable Eastern to work with Staff in developing the appropriate parameters of Eastern’s G-DSMCA and to discuss cost effectiveness issues.  Eastern elected to follow this suggestion.
5. On June 25, 2010, Eastern filed a motion requesting a 60-day delay in Commission consideration of the Application and for a waiver of Rule 4752 of the Commission’s Rules Regulating Gas Utilities and Pipeline Operators (Rule 4752).  To expedite Commission consideration of this motion, Eastern also sought a waiver of response time.
6. During the requested 60-day delay in Commission consideration of Eastern’s G‑DSMCA, Eastern hopes to work through the above discussed issues in an attempt to come up with a revised G-DSMCA.  Because these discussions will necessitate a deviation from the filing schedule set forth in Rule 4752, Eastern seeks a waiver of this rule to accommodate the requested 60-day delay.
7. Based on the above information, we find good cause to grant the motion and the request for waiver of response time.
II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:
1. The June 25, 2010 Motion for Sixty (60) Day Delay in Commission Consideration of the Application of Eastern Colorado Utility Company for an Order Approving Tariff Sheets Implementing a Revised [Gas] Demand Side Management Cost Adjustment, for Waiver of Rule 4752 and for Waiver of Response Time is granted.
2. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.
B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONER’S WEEKLY MEETING
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________________________________


MATT BAKER
________________________________
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