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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. The Rail Safety Improvement Act of 2008 was signed into Law by President Bush on October 16, 2008.  See Public Law 110-432. Section 204 under Title II – Highway-Rail Grade Crossing and Pedestrian Safety and Trespasser Prevention outlines information regarding the national crossing inventory.  The states and railroads, beginning not later than two years after the date of enactment, are to provide to the US DOT Secretary current information about warning devices and signage at public crossings.

2. The Colorado Department of Transportation is gathering current information on public crossings in Colorado.  However, not all public highway-rail crossings in Colorado have been assigned National Inventory Numbers.  Additionally, there will likely be issues found in the field that will need to be handled by the Commission regarding information that may currently be incorrect or may need to be changed as current information is gathered.

B. Conclusion

3. We find that a miscellaneous docket to handle any issues that may need Commission attention and approval as the state and railroads work on gathering and updating their information as required by the Rail Safety Improvement Act of 2008 should be opened.  We will name all railroads, transportation districts, and authorities that operate commuter rail, rail fixed guideways, or own railroad right-of-way or rail-banked right-of-way in Colorado (collectively rail operators) and the Colorado Department of Transportation as indispensable parties in this docket.

4. We also require that all public highway-rail and public pedestrian-rail crossings in the State of Colorado shall be assigned a National Inventory Number whether such crossings are on railroads, rail fixed guideway systems, or rail-banked corridors.  To the extent that National Inventory Numbers have not been assigned to public highway-rail and public pedestrian-rail crossings, we require that the rail operators in Colorado obtain and assign each crossing a National Inventory Number and to file the National Inventory Numbers assigned and crossing information in this docket.  Copies of the updated inventory forms being filed with the US DOT are acceptable to be filed in this docket.

5. Finally, we will also require that the rail operators in Colorado ensure that the public highway-rail and public pedestrian-rail crossings are properly updated to show the specific rail operator under which the crossing is operated and maintained.  Any updated inventory forms being filed with the US DOT are to be filed in this docket as well.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. Docket 10M-517R is opened.

2. If not done so already, Colorado rail operators are to assign National Inventory Numbers to all public highway-rail and public pedestrian-rail crossings on their system and file such information with the Commission in this docket.

3. If not done so already, Colorado rail operators are to ensure that public crossings are properly updated to show the specific rail operator under which the crossing is operated and maintained and to file such changed information with the Commission in this docket.

4. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
July 22, 2010.
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