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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of a Verified Application for a distribution of $180,000 from the Colorado Performance Assurance Plan (CPAP) Tier 2 Fund to provide matching funds for projects that will provide enhanced 9-1-1 emergency service in Lincoln, Huerfano, and Crowley Counties (Application) filed on May 27, 2010 by the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel (OCC).

2. In its Application, the OCC explains that if its request is approved, the three Colorado counties will gain access to federal grant money to further the policy behind the federal “Ensuring Needed Help Arrives Near Callers Employing 911” Act of 2004, which policy is the implementation and operation of the next generation of enhanced 9‑1‑1 services.  The federal government has awarded the requested grant money on the condition that the grant recipient can obtain a 50 percent match from non-federal sources.  The OCC further states that these three counties have been unable to obtain a 50 percent match through their own funds and the use of the CPAP Tier 2 Fund as the source for the 50 percent match is appropriate.

3. Lincoln County will replace 9-1-1 telephone positions with Computer Telephony Integration consoles that will allow receipt of wireless Phase II 9-1-1 calls. It was allotted $75,000 in grant funds and needs $75,000 in matching funds.  Crowley County will add mapping consoles to permit display of Phase II calls they currently receive.  It was allotted $15,000 in grant funds and needs $15,000 in matching funds. Huerfano County will replace its telephone positions with Computer Telephony Integration consoles that will allow receipt of wireless Phase II 9-1-1 calls.  It was allotted $90,000 in grant funds and needs $90,000 in matching funds.

4. All three counties needed amounts that add up to the requested $180,000.  Four other Colorado counties received grant monies as well, but had available matching funds and are not requesting monies from the Tier 2 Fund.
5. No interventions were received in this matter; therefore, the Application may be treated as uncontested and determined without a hearing pursuant to § 40-6-109(5), C.R.S.

6. We grant the OCC’s Application and find that this request is an appropriate use of the monies in the Tier 2 Fund. Section 10.7 of the CPAP requires, “The uses [of the Tier 2 Fund] shall be competitively neutral efforts in the telecommunications field that do not benefit Qwest directly.”  The updating of the 9-1-1 system benefits all Colorado citizens and visitors to the state.

7. The OCC and affected counties shall work with Ms. Lynn Notarianni, the administrator of the Tier 2 Fund, for the disbursements. The counties shall provide proper documentation for the disbursements in order to maintain accurate accounting of the Tier 2 Fund.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The Application for a distribution of $180,000 from the Colorado Performance Assurance Plan Tier 2 Fund to provide matching funds for projects that will provide enhanced 9-1-1 emergency service in Lincoln, Huerfano, and Crowley Counties filed by the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel is granted.

2. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
July 7, 2010.
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