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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement
1. On May 27, 2010, Qwest Communications International Inc. (QCII) and CenturyLink, Inc. (CenturyLink) filed an application requesting approval of an indirect transfer of QCII’s operating subsidiaries, Qwest Corporation, El Paso Country Telephone Company, and Qwest Communications Corporation (collectively Qwest) to CenturyLink.  Notice of this Application was mailed on June 2, 2010 and interventions were due on July 2, 2010.  The Application was filed along with a request for expedited treatment for approval of the application within the 120-day time frame. Direct testimony accompanied the application.

2. The transaction is a stock for stock transaction that will require no new financing or debt.  QCII and its subsidiaries will merge into CenturyLink, a holding company that contains the Century Local Exchange properties, the Embarq acquisition, the Century Long Distance Company, and a Century Competitive Local Exchange Company operation.  QCII will be a first tier subsidiary similar to the entities existing under CenturyLink.  This is a holding company merger and, according to the applicants, there will be no change in the corporate structure of the operating entities under the holding companies’ levels.

3. The application contains all information required by applicable Commission rules and is therefore deemed complete.  

4. Notices of interventions by right were filed by the Staff of the Commission and the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel.  We take note of these interventions.

5. Petitions to intervene by permission were also filed by 360networks (USA) Inc. (360networks); Eschelon Telecom of Colorado, doing business as Integra Telecom; Bresnan Broadband of Colorado LLC; Cbeyond Communications LLC; Communications Workers of America; Covad Communications Company; Level 3 Communications LLC; NE Colorado Cellular, Inc.; tw telecom of Colorado LLC; iLOKA Inc., doing business as Microtech-Tel; McLeodUSA Telecommunications Services Inc.; U.S. Department of Defense and all other Federal Executive Agencies; and MCImetro Access Transmission Services LLC, doing business as Verizon Access Transmission Services and MCI Communication Services Inc., doing business as Verizon Business Services.

6. On July 6, 2010, QCII and CenturyLink filed a Joint Notice of Non-Opposition to Timely Intervention Petitions.  The parties represented that they would not oppose any of the timely petitions but that they reserved the right to object to untimely interventions that may be filed subsequent to the July 2, 2010 filing deadline.

7. We find that all parties that have filed timely petitions to intervene by permission have shown good cause to grant their interventions. These parties all have significant economic interactions with QCII or CenturyLink, most of them as customers or competitors.  We therefore grant their interventions.

8. Chairman Ron Binz will act as Hearing Commissioner in this docket.  Because of the timeframes of this case and the workload of the Commission on a variety of other matters, the Commission anticipates issuance of an Initial Decision after the close of hearings and receipt of statements of position.

9. The Hearing Commissioner will hold a scheduling conference on Thursday, July 15, 2010 to discuss, among other things, the following proposed schedule:

· Answer Testimony due on August 25, 2010

· Rebuttal/Cross Answer Testimony due on September 24, 2010

· Prehearing Conference on October 5, 2010

· Hearings on October 7-8, 2010 and October 12-13, 2010

· Statements of Position due on October 29, 2010

The parties should come prepared to discuss this schedule.  However, we note that this schedule does not have much room to alter the proposed hearing dates due to the timing of other dockets in front of the Commission this year.

10. On June 30, 2010, Qwest and CenturyLink filed a Motion to Schedule Prehearing Conference.  We deny this motion as moot as we have already scheduled a prehearing conference on July 15, 2010.

II. order

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The Joint Application of Qwest Communications International, Inc. (Qwest), and CenturyLink, Inc. (CenturyLink), for Approval of Indirect Transfer of Control of Qwest Corporation, El Paso County Telephone Company, Qwest Communications Company, LLC, and Qwest LD Corp. is deemed complete.

2. The interventions by right of the Staff of the Commission and the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel are noted.

3. The interventions by permission filed by 360networks (USA) Inc.; Eschelon Telecom of Colorado, doing business as Integra Telecom; Bresnan Broadband of Colorado LLC; Cbeyond Communications LLC; Communications Workers of America; Covad Communications Company; Level 3 Communications LLC; NE Colorado Cellular, Inc.; tw telecom of colorado LLC; iLOKA Inc., doing business as Microtech-Tel; McLeodUSA Telecommunications Services Inc.; U.S. Department of Defense and all other Federal Executive Agencies; and MCImetro Access Transmission Services LLC, doing business as Verizon Access Transmission Services and MCI Communication Services Inc., doing business as Verizon Business Services are granted.

4. A prehearing conference shall be conducted at the following date, time, and place:


DATE:

July 15, 2010


TIME:

9:00 a.m.

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room



1560 Broadway, Suite 250



Denver, Colorado 80202

5. Qwest and CenturyLink’s Motion to Schedule Prehearing Conference is denied as moot.

6. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date. 

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS' WEEKLY MEETING
July 7, 2010

AND

COMMISSIONERS’ DELIBERATIONS MEETING,
July 9, 2010.
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