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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. On April 29, 2010, by Decision No. C10-0372, the Colorado Public Utilities Commission (Commission) gave notice of a proposed rulemaking (NOPR) in this docket regarding its rules pertaining to the renewable energy standard (RES).  The purpose of this limited rulemaking proceeding is to revise and to clarify the existing RES Rules contained in 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-3-3650, et seq., as a result of the passage by the 2010 Colorado General Assembly and the signing by Governor Ritter of House Bill (HB) 10-1001.  The proposed rule changes were set forth in Attachment A to Decision No. C10-0372.

2. The Colorado General Assembly subsequently passed and Governor Ritter signed HB 10‑1342, HB 10-1349, and HB 10-1418.  These new statutes require additional changes to the Commission’s RES Rules.

3. HB 10-1342 involves the establishment of community solar gardens.  HB 10-1349 involves net metering for the Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation.  HB 10-1418 involves renewable resources connected to cooperative or municipal systems.  

B.
Discussion

4. By Decision No. C10-0479, mailed May 13, 2010, the Commission requested that interested parties provide additional comments concerning how the Commission’s RES Rules could be additionally modified to accommodate community solar gardens and to fulfill the new statutory obligations in § 40-2-124, C.R.S.  Several interested parties have filed comments on this issue.

5. The Commission must develop new rules to address community solar gardens in compliance with HB 10-1342.  Many of these rules will address issues that are new to the Commission, including minimal financial requirements, the transfer of shares, ownership structures, sharing of information for retail billing cycles, meter aggregation, and system interconnections.  The Commission is concerned that doing so in this docket will delay the implementation of new rules required by the passage of HB 10-1001.

6. We therefore decline to issue a supplemental NOPR in this docket and will instead develop the rules necessitated by the passage of HB 10-1342 and other new statutes in a separate rulemaking docket.  That rulemaking proceeding will commence on or before October 1, 2010.

7. Finally, we schedule a Commission Deliberations Meeting to address the rule amendments necessitated by the passage of HB 10-1001 on August 5, 2010 at 10:00 a.m.  

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The Commissioners’ Deliberations Meeting  is scheduled for August 5, 2010 at 10:00 a.m.  

2. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING 
June 30, 2010.
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