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I. BY THE COMMISSION
A. Statement, Findings, and Conclusions
1. This matter comes before the Public Utilities Commission (Commission) for consideration of an amended application filed on June 22, 2010 by Atmos Energy Corporation (Atmos or Company) for approval of its revised annual Gas Demand Side Management Cost Adjustment (G-DSMCA) to take effect on July 1, 2010 for a period of 12 months on less-than-statutory notice.  
2. Atmos filed its original application on June 4, 2010.  It filed an amended application after discovery of a mathematical error in the original filing. The application as amended seeks a resulting G-DSMCA rate that is further decreased from that originally sought.

3. The amended application was filed pursuant to § 40-3-104(2), C.R.S., and is consistent with the Commission’s Rule 4109(b)(II) concerning New or Changed Tariffs, contained in the Commission’s Rules Regulating Gas Utilities and Pipeline Operators, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-4.  The amended application contains all materials required by the Commission’s rules, including the proposed tariffs, and is complete.

4. Atmos seeks to place into effect on July 1, 2010, tariffs that implement the G‑DSMCA, as required by Commission Rule 4 CCR 723-4-4757, so as to recover the prospective demand side management (DSM) costs that Atmos will prudently incur to implement its approved DSM Plan.  Atmos’s DSM Plan was approved by the Commission in Docket No. 08A-425G by Decision Nos. C09-0028 and C09-0213.  The proposed G-DSMCA contains the 2010 DSM plan estimated expenses and deferred 2009 DSM plan expenses and recoveries, including interest on over recovery.
5. Atmos acknowledges that the Company has read and agrees to abide by the provisions of Rules 4002(b)(IV) through (VI) and Rules 4002(b)(XI)(A) through (C) of the Commission’s Rules Regulating Gas Utilities and Pipeline Operators, 4 CCR 723-4.

6. Atmos has made this filing to accomplish two goals.  First, Atmos seeks to make its G-DSMCA rates uniform, on a state-wide basis, as approved by the Commission in Atmos’s most recent rate case (Decision No. R09-1381 in Docket No. 09AL-507G).  Second, Atmos proposes to decrease its G-DSMCA rates for both its Residential and Commercial and Public Authority customer classes to reflect adjustments made between Atmos’s projected DSM budget and the expenditures actually incurred.  Atmos’s request to decrease these G-DSMCA rates is based upon the information it gleaned from the analysis provided to it by its consultant, The Cadmus Group, indicating that Atmos did not incur the same degree of expenditures from its implementation of its DSM programs as had been projected.

7. For Residential customers, the effect of Atmos’s requested G-DSMCA decrease will be to reduce the fixed portion of Atmos’s G-DSMCA rate to $0.08 and to reduce the volumetric rate to $0.00119/CCF, on a statewide basis.  For Commercial & Public Authority customers, the effect of Atmos’s requested G-DSMCA decrease will be to reduce the fixed portion of Atmos’s G-DSMCA rate to $0.08 and to reduce the volumetric rate to $0.00037/CCF, on a statewide basis.  The G-DSMCA factors will be reduced to 0.83 percent for Residential customers and .33 percent of Commercial customers.

8. Atmos requests that the Commission issue an order approving the proposed decreases on less than 30 days’ notice, so that it may place the requested revisions into effect starting on July 1, 2010 in accordance with the timelines set forth at Rule 4 CCR 723-4-4757(g) and Rule 4 CCR723-4-4752(b)(I).  Atmos believes that good cause exists to grant its request on less-than-statutory notice because the resulting rate change is a decrease.

9. Based on the above information, we find good cause to allow the proposed tariffs changes to be implemented on less-than-statutory notice. 

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:
1. The application filed by Atmos Energy Corporation is deemed complete.
2. The application filed by Atmos Energy Corporation for authority to change rates set forth on Tariff Sheet Nos. 8C and 9 on less-that-statutory notice is granted.

3. Atmos Energy Corporation is authorized to file, on less than one day’s notice, the tariffs attached as Appendix A and made a part of this Order.  These tariffs shall be effective for actual gas sales on or after their effective date of July 1, 2010.
4. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date. 
B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS' WEEKLY MEETING
June 30, 2010.
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