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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statements

1. On June 15, 2010, Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service or Applicant) filed a verified application seeking a Commission order authorizing it, without a formal hearing and on less-than-statutory notice, to place into effect on July 1, 2010, tariffs resulting in a decrease to its existing Electric Cost Adjustment (ECA) Factors now on file with the Commission (ECA Application) and tariff language as approved by the Commission in Decision No. C09-1446, issued on December 24, 2009 in Docket No. 09AL-299E, and decisions issued in Docket Nos. 09A-795E and 08A-532E.
2. The proposed tariffs are attached to the ECA Application and affect the Applicant's customers in Colorado.

3. Public Service filed the ECA Application for authority to decrease the ECA Factors pursuant to §§ 40-3-104(1)(c)(III) and 40‑3‑104(2), C.R.S., and Rule 3109(b)(II) of the Rules Regulating Electric Utilities, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-3.

4. On June 22, 2010, Public Service filed an Application for Commission Approval of an Alternative Form of Notice (Application for an Alternative Form of Notice).  In this related application, Public Service seeks approval pursuant to § 40‑3‑104(1)(c)(I)(D), C.R.S., that will apply to its ECA Application.  In the Application for an Alternative Form of Notice, Public Service states that due to an administrative malfunction associated with its office move, the required notice was not given at the time specified in the ECA Application.

5. Now, being duly advised in the matter, we grant Public Service’s Application for an Alternative Form of Notice and ECA Application.
B. Factual Background – Application for an Alternative Form of Notice 

6. Public Service did not request a waiver of response time in its Application for an Alternative Form of Notice.  Due to the proposed effective date of the tariffs associated with the ECA Application, we find good cause exists for us to waive response time on our own motion.

7. Public Service requests authorization for an alternative form of notice of the proposed tariff changes pursuant to § 40-3-104(1)(c)(I)(D), C.R.S.  First, Public Service seeks to provide notice by publishing a legal notice in a newspaper of general circulation such as The Denver Post (A copy of the notice is attached to Public Service’s Application for an Alternative Form of Notice as Exhibit No. 1.) on June 23, 2010.  Second, Public Service has filed the proposed changes with the Commission and is keeping the filing open for public inspection.

8. Public Service represents that this form of newspaper notice is reasonable for this filing.  By the ECA Application, Public Service is requesting a decrease in company revenues of approximately $38 million.  Public Service also argues that its proposed newspaper notice, which notice permits the filing of an objection on or before June 28, 2010, sufficiently provides the necessary information about the ECA Application to the general public.
C. Factual Background – ECA Application

9. Applicant is an operating public utility subject to the jurisdiction of this Commission and is engaged in the generation, transmission, and distribution of electricity for public uses in various certificated areas within the State of Colorado.

10. Applicant generates electricity from its own power plants to meet its customers’ demands and also purchases electricity from time to time to supplement its own generation from other utilities in the west and east interconnections.

11. Decision No. C09-1446, issued in Docket No. 09AL-299E, requires Public Service to make one annual and three quarterly filings to revise its ECA Factors.  The instant filing is one such quarterly filing.
12. In Decision No. C07-0676, issued in Docket No. 06A-478E, the Commission granted Public Service’s request to collect through the ECA, the Modeled ECA Costs as provided in the Renewable Energy Standard Compliance Plan.  In Decision No. R09-0549, issued in Docket No. 08A-532E, the Commission approved a method that collects the true-up between the projected costs of Eligible Energy and the actual cost of Eligible Energy through the ECA.

13. Applicant projects that the revised ECA Factors, including forecasted fuel and purchase energy costs for the calendar quarter July 1, 2010 through September 30, 2010, even taking into account a deferred balance under-recovery of approximately $27.3 million, will result in a decrease in revenues for the period July through September of 2010 of $38,256,299.
D. Findings and Conclusions

14. The Application for an Alternative Form of Notice contains all of the information required by Commission rules and is therefore deemed complete.
15. The Commission finds good cause to grant the Application for Alternative Form of Notice.  We find that the alternative form of notice proposed by Public Service is reasonable with respect to the stakeholders and the general public. 

16.  The ECA Application contains all of the information required by Commission rules and is therefore deemed complete. 
17. The Commission finds that Public Service has correctly applied the underlying Commission decisions and correctly calculated the decrease in revenues.
18. The Commission finds good cause to grant the ECA Application on less-than-statutory notice.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The Application for an Alternative Form of Notice filed by Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service) on June 22, 2010, is deemed complete.
2. Response time to the Application for an Alternative Form of Notice is waived on our own motion.

3. The Application for an Alternative Form of Notice pursuant to § 40-3-104(1)(c)(I)(D), C.R.S., filed by Public Service on June 22, 2010 is granted.
4. The Verified Application to Revise Electric Commodity Adjustment Factors filed by Public Service on June 15, 2010 is deemed complete.

5. The application for authority to change tariffs setting forth the Electric Commodity Adjustment Factors on less-than-statutory notice is granted.
6. Public Service is authorized to file, on less than one day’s notice, the tariffs attached as Appendix A and made a part of this Order.  These tariffs shall be effective for actual electricity sales on or after their effective date of July 1, 2010.

7. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING 
June 23, 2010.

	(S E A L)

[image: image1.png]



ATTEST: A TRUE COPY


[image: image2.wmf] 

 

 


Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


RONALD J. BINZ
________________________________


JAMES K. TARPEY
________________________________



MATT BAKER
________________________________

Commissioners










5

_1219490348.doc
[image: image1.png]Lo




[image: image2.png]





 












