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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of the Amended Application for Commission Approval of an Alternative Form of Notice and for Waiver of Response Time (Amended Application for an Alternative Form of Notice) filed by Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service) on June 21, 2010.

2. Public Service seeks approval of an alternative form of notice pursuant to § 40‑3‑104(1)(c)(I)(D), C.R.S., that will apply to its Amended Advice Letter No. 778 – Gas.  By the amended advice letter, Public Service is seeking to revise its Gas Demand-Side Management Cost Adjustment tariff (G-DSMCA), effective July 1, 2010.  Specifically, through the amended advice letter, Public Service seeks to further increase certain proposed rates set forth in Advice Letter No. 778 – Gas as a result of updating the cost adjustment percentages for the Residential Gas and Residential Gas Lighting customer classes.  Public Service explains that the additional increase requested in the amended advice letter resulted from the recent discovery of a minor error in the calculation of the G-DSMCA.

3. Now, being fully advised in the matter, we grant, with modification, Public Service’s Amended Application for an Alternative Form of Notice consistent with the discussion below.

B. Findings and Conclusions
4. The Amended Application for an Alternative Form of Notice contains the information required by the applicable Commission rules and is therefore deemed complete.

5. On June 21, 2010, Public Service filed its Amended Advice Letter No. 778 – Gas.  Public Service is amending Advice Letter No. 778 – Gas, which advice letter was filed on April 5, 2010 (and Notice of which was published on April 11 and 18, 2010 in The Denver Post and Your Hub).  See Proceeding No. 10AL-197G.  By this related advice letter matter, Public Service seeks approval to revise the G-DSMCA percentages for its residential and nonresidential customer classes, effective July 1, 2010.  Except for the two rate classes affected by the amended advice letter, the new rate levels, if approved, are set forth in Advice Letter No. 778 – Gas.  The new rate levels for the Residential Gas and Residential Gas Lighting customers will increase from 7.23 percent to 7.87 percent.

6. Public Service requests authorization for an alternative form of notice of the proposed tariff changes pursuant to § 40-3-104(1)(c)(I)(D), C.R.S.  First, Public Service seeks to provide notice by publishing a legal notice in a newspaper of general circulation such as The Denver Post (A copy of the notice is attached to Public Service’s Amended Application for an Alternative Form of Notice as Exhibit No. 1.) on June 27, 2010.  Second, Public Service will serve the amended advice letter and associated tariffs on all parties to Docket No. 08A-366EG.  Third, Public Service has filed the proposed changes with the Commission and is keeping the filing open for public inspection.

7. Public Service’s proposed newspaper notice requires anyone desiring to file a written objection to the proposed action or to receive notice of any hearing to make a filing with the Commission “on or before 10 days before the proposed effective date of July 1, 2010.”  The requirement set forth in the proposed notice is impossible to meet given that Public Service proposes to publish its notice on June 27, 2010.  We will therefore require Public Service to modify the text of the newspaper notice.

8. Public Service represents that this form of newspaper notice is reasonable for this filing.  By Amended Advice Letter No. 778 – Gas, Public Service is seeking to continue a previously adopted notice approach applicable to its electric department demand-side management cost adjustment filings, which approach has been applied to the G-DSMCA in this docket as set forth in Decision No. C10-0337.  Public Service also argues that the notice method sought is the most appropriate given the large cost of effectuating notice through individual mailings.

9. Public Service further requests that we waive response time to the Amended Application for an Alternative Form of Notice.

10. We find good cause to grant, in part, Public Service’s Amended Application for an Alternative Form of Notice and to waive response time to it.  Public Service shall strike the language “on or before 10 days before the proposed effective date of July 1, 2010” and replace it with “on or before June 29, 2010” in both instances in the newspaper notice in which it occurs.  As modified, we find that that alternative form of notice proposed by Public Service is reasonable with respect to the stakeholders and the general public.  The Commission will discuss the merits of Public Service’s Amended Advice Letter No. 778 – Gas at a future date.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The Amended Application for an Alternative Form of Notice is deemed complete.

2. The Amended Application for an Alternative Form of Notice pursuant to § 40‑3‑104(1)(c)(I)(D), C.R.S., filed by Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service) on June 21, 2010 is granted, with modifications.

3. Public Service shall modify its newspaper notice by striking the language “on or before 10 days before the proposed effective date of July 1, 2010” and replacing it with “on or before June 29, 2010” in both instances in which it occurs.  

4. Response time to the Amended Application for an Alternative Form of Notice is waived.

5. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
June 23, 2010.
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