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I. BY THE COMMISSION
A. Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of a Verified Petition for a temporary waiver of Rule 3657 and extension of time to file the 2011 Qualifying Retail Utility (QRU) compliance plan application (Petition) filed by Black Hills/Colorado Electric Utility Company, LP, doing business as Black Hills Energy (Black Hills or Company) on June 8, 2010.  Being fully advised in the matter and consistent with the discussion below, we grant the Petition and waive response time thereto. 

2. In its Petition, Black Hills requests an extension of the deadline for filing its QRU compliance plan application from July 1, 2010 to on or before October 29, 2010.  Black Hills requests an extension of time for the following reasons: (1) the 2011 compliance plan is the first time that the Company will have to model the RES-No RES scenarios and additional time is required for this modeling; (2) Black Hills has just received the results of the wind and solar integration studies and reserve margin study thus additional time is needed so that the Company can use the results of these studies; (3) Black Hills needs time to incorporate the construction cost cap for the two LMS-100 units it is building into the modeling and the capacity and energy charges under the purchase power agreement; and (4) Black Hills needs additional time to incorporate the requirements of House Bill 10-1001 into the modeling.

3. Black Hills argues that no harm will result from the granting of the requested waiver to the Company’s customers or potential intervenors to the Company’s 2011 QRU compliance plan application proceeding.  Black Hills further states that an extension of time will not impact the Company’s ability to be in compliance with the renewable energy standards in 2011.

4. Being fully advised in the matter, we find good cause to grant the Petition and waive response time thereto.

II. Order
A.  
The Commission Orders That:

1. The Verified Petition for a temporary waiver of Rule 3657 and extension of time to file the 2011 Qualifying Retail Utility compliance plan application filed by Black Hills/Colorado Electric Utility Company, LP, doing business as Black Hills Energy on June 8, 2010 is granted and response time thereto is waived.

2. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. 
ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
 
June 17, 2010.
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