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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of a Motion for an extension of time to submit comments, and for a corresponding postponement of the rulemaking hearing (Motion), filed on May 14, 2010 by the Governor’s Energy Office (GEO).  Being fully advised in the matter and consistent with the discussion below, we deny the Motion.

2. In its Motion, GEO sates that the issues in this rulemaking are complex and may go beyond implementing the rule changes necessitated by House Bill (HB) 10-1001.  GEO also points out that the Commission previously invited interested persons to comment on rule changes that may result from the passage of HB 10-1342 (generally known as the Community Solar Gardens Bill).  See Decision No. C10-0479, mailed May 13, 2010.  GEO contends that the short time period allowed to file comments, or until May 18, 2010, is insufficient.  GEO thus requests an extension of time of two weeks for interested persons to file comments, as well as a corresponding postponement of the hearing presently scheduled for June 1, 2010.  GEO also represents that the Western Resource Advocates, the Colorado Solar Energy Industries Association, and the Interstate Renewable Energy Council support this Motion.

3. In general, the Commission encourages interested persons in a rulemaking docket to submit comments by a certain date, but does not establish a hard deadline.  We will therefore take into consideration any comments that GEO and other interested parties will file after May 18, 2010.

4. We agree with GEO that the substantive areas affected by this rulemaking docket may go beyond simply implementing the rule changes necessitated by HB 10-1001.  These areas may include, but are not limited to, the rule changes necessitated by HB 10-1342.  Indeed, one of the goals of the June 1, 2010 rulemaking hearing will be to determine the appropriate scope of this rulemaking docket.  In conjunction with the June 1, 2010 hearing and a determination on scope, we may schedule subsequent hearings, provide additional opportunities for interested persons to file comments, and/or issue a supplemental notice of proposed rulemaking.  

5. Thus, while we are not foreclosing the possibility of ultimately adopting the general approach advocated by GEO in its Motion, we deny the Motion and waive response time thereto.  

II. ORDER
A. The Commission Orders That:
1.
The Motion for an extension of time to submit comments, and for a corresponding postponement of the rulemaking hearing (Motion), filed on May 14, 2010 by the Governor’s Energy Office is denied.

2.
Response time to the Motion is waived.

3.
This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING 
May 18, 2010.
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