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TO THE PARTIES IN THIS MATTER AND ALL INTERESTED PERSONS, FIRMS, OR CORPORATIONS:

I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of requests filed on May 3, 2010 by Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service) to shorten the Commission notice period (Shortened Notice Request) and to set a response time to its motion for expedited consideration (Expedited Consideration Request).  The Shortened Notice Request and Expedited Consideration Request were filed within Public Service’s Verified Application for Deferred Accounting Treatment for Certain Extraordinary Operations and Maintenance Expenditures Related to Mountain Pine Beetle Trees (Verified Application).

2. In its Verified Application, Public Service seeks to obtain approval for deferred accounting of approximately $9 million in expenditures to be incurred in 2010 and 2011 to cut down trees in and near its transmission and distribution rights-of-way to better protect its transmission and distribution equipment from the dangers of falling trees and wildfire radiant heat damage as a result of epidemic Mountain Pine Beetle kill in parts of Colorado.  Public Service also seeks approval for deferred accounting of approximately $2 million in expenditures related to environmental assessments and/or environmental impact studies currently underway by the United States Forest Service.

3. In the Shortened Notice Request, Public Service requests that the Commission waive response time and that the notice period for its Verified Application be shortened to five days from the date of this Order.

4. In the Expedited Consideration Request, Public Service requests that response time to its motion for expedited consideration be shortened to ten days from the date of this Order.  Explicit within the Expedited Consideration Request is the intent to have each party’s response to contain the intervenor’s comment and argument on all issues (both procedural and substantive) raised by the Verified Application.

5. The Verified Application is available for public inspection at the Commission office located at 1560 Broadway, Suite 250, Denver, Colorado 80202, between 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., excluding weekends and state holidays.  This Order is the notice that the Verified Application seeking approval of deferred accounting treatment for operations and maintenance expenditures related to Mountain Pine Beetle trees has been filed.
6. As to the Shortened Notice Request, Public Service explains that a five-day notice period is appropriate due to the limited purpose of this application (i.e., to obtain a deferred accounting order) and the fact that Public Service will begin incurring the aforementioned expenditures immediately.

7. Public Service supports its Expedited Consideration Request that substantive responses to its Verified Application be filed no later than ten days from the date of this Order on similar grounds.

8. We find good cause exists to rule on these requests promptly.  Therefore, we will waive response time on our own motion to the Shortened Notice Request and consider the procedural aspects of Public Service’s Expedited Consideration Request.

9. We find that good cause exists to grant, in part, Public Service’s Shortened Notice Request.  The deadline for interventions, etc. proposed by Public Service was too short.  However, we do find that a shortened Commission notice period expiring on May 20, 2010 appropriate.  The intervention period will run concurrent to the notice period.  Interventions, including by Staff of the Commission, shall be due at 5:00 p.m. on May 20, 2010.
10. To accommodate the anticipated accelerated procedural schedule, we shall shorten the deadline for filing responses to interventions to 5:00 p.m. on May 24, 2010.
11. Further, we find that good cause exists to establish procedures that will enable the Commission to become apprised of any opposition to or proposed modifications to Public Service’s Verified Application, and the reasons therefore, in an expedited timeframe.  Thus, we put all potential intervenors and interested persons on notice that the deadline for filing each party’s comment and argument on all issues (both procedural and substantive) raised by the Verified Application shall also be May 20, 2010.  This filing deadline must be met even if the Commission has not ruled on the petitions to intervene as of that date.

12. Potential parties are further put on notice that the Commission intends to consider the merits of the Expedited Consideration Request and, if appropriate, the merits of the Verified Application at its Weekly Meeting on May 26, 2010.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. Response time to the May 3, 2010 request by Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service) to shorten the Commission notice period is waived on the Commission’s own motion.

2. The request by Public Service to shorten Commission notice is granted, in part.  The notice period for the Verified Application for Deferred Accounting Treatment for Certain Extraordinary Operations and Maintenance Expenditures Related to Mountain Pine Beetle Trees (Verified Application) shall extend through and including May 20, 2010.

3. Any person desiring to intervene or participate as a party in this proceeding, including Staff of the Commission, shall file a petition for leave to intervene, or under the Commission's Rules of Practice and Procedure, file other appropriate pleadings to become a party, by May 20, 2010.  Alternatively, persons who do not wish to intervene or become a party, but desire to file comments, may send written comments addressed to the Public Utilities Commission, 1560 Broadway, Suite 250, Denver, Colorado 80202.  All persons who file an objection, notice of intervention as of right, motion to permissively intervene, or any other appropriate pleading shall do so in accordance with the instructions set forth in the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure and this Order.

4. The deadline for filing responses to any petition to intervene is shortened.  Responses to any petitions to intervene shall be filed no later than May 24, 2010.

5. Response time to the May 3, 2010 request by Public Service for expedited consideration of its Verified Application has been considered by the Commission.  The Commission has determined that the response time shall be concurrent with the notice period.

6. All potential parties are hereby advised that the deadline for filing a comprehensive response to Public Service’s Motion for Expedited Consideration of Verified Application and Verified Application shall be May 20, 2010.  This filing deadline must be met even if the Commission has not ruled on the petitions to intervene as of that date.

7. The Commission may consider the Verified Application without a hearing if no notice of intervention as of right or motion to permissively intervene is timely filed, or no notice of intervention as of right or motion to permissively intervene requests a hearing or contests or opposes the application.

8. If a hearing is required in this matter, the Commission will notify the parties of the hearing date, time, and location.  Public Service must appear at the hearing, if one is set, and present evidence in support of its application.  Other parties may appear and present evidence in support of their position.

9. If a party does not meet the requirements of this Order, the Commission may dismiss or strike the application or intervention upon motion filed by any other party, or upon the Commission’s own motion, unless good cause for failure to meet the requirements is shown.

10. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
May 5, 2010.
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