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ORDER ADDRESSING COMMENTS
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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement 

1. This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of comments regarding the General Rate Schedule Adjustment (GRSA) step-up and the resolution of the noise issue at Comanche Unit 3 (Comanche 3).  In Decision No. C10-0255, mailed March 22, 2010, the Commission encouraged parties to comment on approaches that would address the interplay between the GRSA step-up and the resolution of the noise issue at Comanche 3.  

B. Findings

2. On April 1, 2010, Federal Executive Agencies (FEA) filed comments.  It was the only party to do so.  FEA requests the Commission reject any GRSA increase until Comanche 3 is fully operational without an ongoing noise problem.  FEA asserts the “used and useful” status of Comanche 3 will not be realized until the noise problem is resolved.  

3. Additionally, FEA asks the Commission to require Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service or Company) to separately account for any additional costs associated with labor and equipment necessary to solve the noise problem related to Comanche 3.

4. On April 14, 2010, Public Service filed its response to FEA’s comments.  The Company states FEA’s comments are now effectively moot citing its letter to the Commission dated April 6, 2010 in which it states Comanche 3 will be kept off-line until work to install the baffles is completed.  

C. Conclusions

5. Public Service has stated it does not plan to file for a GRSA increase until after the baffles are installed.   Therefore, we deny FEA’s request to reject a GRSA increase as unripe at this time.

6. Regarding FEA’s request to separately account for noise mitigation costs, we find it will be useful to do so.  We direct Public Service to maintain records identifying labor and equipment costs associated with finding a resolution to the noise problem.  We expect the recovery of these costs may be an issue in Public Service’s next rate case.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. Public Service will maintain records that separately identify labor and equipment costs associated with noise mitigation for Comanche 3.  

2. The Federal Executive Agencies’ request to reject a General Rate Schedule Adjustment increase is denied.

3. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
April 21, 2010.
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