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I. By the Commission

A. Statement, Findings, and Conclusions

1. This matter comes before the Commission for an Order Granting a Motion for an Extension of Time to File Answer Testimony and for Waiver of Response Time (Motion) filed by the Staff of the Public Utilities Commission (Staff) on February 23, 2010 in the matter of Public Service Company of Colorado’s (Public Service or Company) application for the approval of its Gas Price Volatility Mitigation Plan for its gas utility operations for the gas purchase year July 1, 2010 through June 30, 2011. 

2. On February 23, 2010, Staff filed its Motion requesting the extension and waiver of response time seeking leave to file its Answer Testimony on or before March 4, 2010.  Staff stated in its Motion that it was in settlement discussions with the Company and that it hoped to resolve the issues in this docket without the need for Answer Testimony or a hearing.  Both parties hoped to resolve this issue with a settlement agreement.  Counsel for Staff was authorized by Counsel for Public Service to state that Public Service did not object to Staff’s Motion.

3. In light of ongoing settlement discussions between Staff and the Company, and with the understanding that there is a high probability these discussions will yield a settlement agreement between the parties, we hereby grant Staff’s Motion for an extension of time to file answer testimony and for a waiver of response time.

II. order

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The Motion, filed by the Staff of Public Utilities Commission, requesting an extension of time to file Answer Testimony to March 4, 2010, is granted. 

2. Waiver of response time to the Motion is granted.

3. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
February 24, 2010.
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