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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of the Application for Commission Approval of an Alternative Form of Notice and for Waiver of Response Time (Application for an Alternative Form of Notice) filed by Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service) on February 8, 2010.

2. Public Service seeks approval of an alternative form of notice pursuant to § 40‑3‑104(1)(c)(I)(D), C.R.S., that will apply to its Advice Letter No. 1557 – Electric.  By the advice letter, Public Service is seeking to revise its Windsource Service Adjustment (Schedule WS) rate, effective March 8, 2010.  Specifically, Public Service seeks to reduce the Windsource Service Adjustment rate to reflect the effect of Windsource customers’ exemption from the Air Quality Improvement Rider (AQIR) charge.  The need to make this rate change was previously addressed in Docket No. 09AL-299E and is a complement to the Commission’s rulings set forth in Decision No. C09‑1446.

3. Now, being fully advised in the matter, we grant Public Service’s Application for an Alternative Form of Notice consistent with the discussion below.

B. Findings and Conclusions

4. On February 5, 2010, Public Service filed its Advice Letter No. 1557 – Electric.  By this related advice letter matter, Public Service seeks approval to revise the rate for Windsource Service Adjustment (Schedule WS) effective March 8, 2010.  The new rate level, if approved, will decrease the Windsource Rate from $2.2850 to $2.1588 per 100 kWh block and is necessary to reflect the continued exemption of Windsource customers from paying the AQIR charge.  Previously, this exemption was reflected as a bill credit rather than a reduced rate.  In determining the rate, Public Service has amortized the full year 2010 “credit” over the period that remains in 2010.

5. Public Service requests authorization for an alternative form of notice of the proposed tariff changes pursuant to § 40-3-104(1)(c)(I)(D), C.R.S.  First, Public Service seeks to provide notice by publishing a legal notice in a newspaper of general circulation such as The Denver Post (A copy of the notice is attached to Public Service’s Application for an Alternative Form of Notice as Exhibit No. 1.) on February 7, 2010.  Second, Public Service will publish the new monthly Windsource rate on its website.  Third, Public Service will conduct a formal mailing to all Windsource customers during the first quarter of 2010 to inform them of the rate change.  Fourth, Public Service has filed the proposed changes with the Commission and is keeping the filing open for public inspection.

6. Public Service represents that this form of newspaper notice is reasonable for this filing.  By Advice Letter No. 1557 – Electric, Public Service is seeking to decrease an existing rate to complement the findings of Decision No. C09-1446 in Docket No. 09AL-299E.  Public Service also argues that the notice method sought is the most appropriate given the small magnitude of the change.

7. Public Service further requests that we waive response time to the Application for an Alternative Form of Notice.

8. We find good cause to grant Public Service’s Application for an Alternative Form of Notice and to waive response time to it.  The Commission will discuss the merits of Public Service’s Advice Letter No. 1557 – Electric at a future date.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The Application for an Alternative Form of Notice is deemed complete.

2. The Application for an Alternative Form of Notice pursuant to § 40‑3‑104(1)(c)(I)(D), C.R.S., filed by Public Service Company of Colorado on February 8, 2010 is granted.

3. Response time to the Application for an Alternative Form of Notice is waived.

4. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
February 10, 2010.
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