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I. By the Commission

A. Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of a Motion filed on December 17, 2009 by Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service) for approval to modify certain features of its low-income energy assistance pilot program (PEAP).  Being fully advised in the matter and consistent with the discussion below, we grant the Motion.

2. The Commission approved a PEAP proposed by Public Service on October 24, 2008.  See Decision No. R08-1127.  Public Service previously experienced an unforeseen delay in getting customers signed up for the PEAP and filed a motion to modify the ramp-up period for the program.  The Commission granted that motion.  See Decision No. C09-0995, mailed September 11, 2009.

3. Public Service states that it subsequently determined that certain modifications to the program are necessary to increase customer participation and the level of program benefits.  Public Service proposes the following modifications:

· establish a minimum benefit of $5.00 to all participating customers;

· allow zero income customers to participate by setting a minimum payment ($10 per month) for such customers with a four-month re-qualifying period to verify income;

· change the Affordability Program requirement from a 5 percent “energy burden” to 3 percent;

· target additional 13,824 low-income customers (expected response rate is 25 percent) with arrearages of at least $300, or who have had an actual disconnection in the past eighteen months.

4. No party in this docket filed a response to the Motion.  The Motion is therefore unopposed.

5. We find that the modifications proposed in the Motion are in the public interest and therefore grant the motion.  

II. order

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The Motion filed on December 17, 2009 by Public Service Company of Colorado for approval to modify certain features of its low-income energy assistance pilot program is granted, consistent with the discussion above. 

2. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS' WEEKLY MEETING
January 6, 2010.
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