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I. statement  

1. On July 8, 2009, Atmos Energy Corporation’s (Atmos or Company) Motion for Leave to Withdraw the Low-Income Rate Affordability Program, and Associated References Thereto, from Advice Letter No. 467 and Supporting Testimony was filed.  Included in Atmos' filing was the Company's proposal to provide a low-income rate affordability program (program) for its customers.  In addition to a brief description of the program made by Atmos witness Karen P. Wilkes, Atmos witness Roger D. Colton provided testimony in support of the Company’s low-income rate affordability proposal.

Atmos seeks to withdraw the program from consideration in this proceeding based upon concerns raised including the sufficiency of notice provided to customers of the program as proposed.  Accordingly, Atmos seeks to withdraw the Direct Testimony of Roger D. 

2. Colton as well as the following specific references made in the Direct Testimony and Exhibits of Karen P. Wilkes to the program and to Mr. Colton's testimony:

• Direct Testimony and Exhibits of Karen P. Wilkes, p. 3, lines 12 - 16

• Direct Testimony and Exhibits of Karen P. Wilkes, p. 11, line 14 - p. 13, line 11

• Direct Testimony and Exhibits of Karen P. Wilkes, p. 36, lines 9 -10.

3. Atmos submits that no parties will be prejudiced by withdrawal of the program. While the Company acknowledges that Energy Outreach Colorado intervened in the proceeding primarily based on its interest in, and general support for, Atmos' program, Atmos states that the Company remains committed to the implementation of such a program and intends to make a more specific proposal in a separate docket for the authority to implement a comparable program. Furthermore, the withdrawal will narrow the issues in the proceeding to the benefit of all Parties.

4. No response was filed to Atmos’ motion
5. Good cause having been shown for the unopposed request, it will be granted.

II. ORDER
A. It Is Ordered That:  
1. Atmos Energy Corporation’s Motion for Leave to Withdraw the Low-Income Rate Affordability Program, and Associated References Thereto, from Advice Letter No. 467 and Supporting Testimony filed July 8, 2009 is granted.
2. The low-income rate affordability program included in Advice Letter No. 467, and tariff sheets filed therewith, are withdrawn from consideration in this proceeding.  Accordingly, the Direct Testimony of Roger D. Colton as well as the following specific references made in the Direct Testimony and Exhibits of Karen P. Wilkes to the low-income rate affordability program and to Mr. Colton's testimony are stricken:

• Direct Testimony and Exhibits of Karen P. Wilkes, p. 3, lines 12 - 16

• Direct Testimony and Exhibits of Karen P. Wilkes, p. 11, line 14 - p. 13, line 11

• Direct Testimony and Exhibits of Karen P. Wilkes, p. 36, lines 9 -10.

3. This Order is effective immediately.  
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


G. HARRIS ADAMS
________________________________

Administrative Law Judge
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